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There’s No Scientific Basis for Race—It's a Made-Up Label
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It's been used to define and separate people for millennia. But

the concept of race is not grounded in genetics. - DNA reveals
what skin color obscures: We all have African ancestors.
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Papua New Guineans, Ethiopians, Hadza, and Tanzanians

Sub-Saharan Africans (except the San), South Asians, and Australo-Melanesians

Gene variants associated
with dark pigmentation

yht-to-dark mutation

» 996,000 years ago

Gene variants associated
with light pigmentation

East Africans, Hadza, San, South Asians, and Australo-Melanesians
Africans and East Asians

250,000 years ago —
29,000 years ago Europeans and South Asians ~
Europeans, East Asians, Indians, and Native Americans
Europeans, San, East Asians, and Africans
Europeans, San, and East Asians

@ Genetic mutation @ Responding tothe sun @ +300,000 yearsago @ Light skin has many origins
Genes randomly mutate Dark skin s favored in the tropics because Anatomically Akey gene mutation promoting lighter skin
over time. Beneficial it shields tissue from dangerous UV rays. modern human (SLC24AS3)occurred 29000 years agoin Asia
mutations tend to be In regions with less sun, lighter skin allows features emerge in and later spread into Europe. But Africa is the
passed on to offspring the body to absorb enough UV rays to Africa. source of other gene variants that contribute
and to spread through synthesize vitamin D, which is needed for to lighter skin in populations around the
apopulation. healthy bones and immune systems, world (DD MFSDIZ and HERCI)
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A FORMATIVE JOURNEY

As humans migrated out of Africa—in two waves, some
scientists say—they adapted to new environments in many
ways. Skin color is just one: high-altitude populations, for
example, adapted to breathing low-oxygen air.
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