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ke g
“...our ideas of God, of eternal truths, and of true and
immutable natures are innate, on two occasions he explicitly argued that all of
our ideas, even sensory ideas, are innate in the mind (AT 8B 358, AT 3 418;
CSM 1 304, CSMK 187)".1
Descartes says in a 1641 letter to Mersenne, these ideas ‘must have been in us

before’ the stimulation of the sense organs.
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be like white paper with nothing written on it. How then
does it come to be written on? From where does it get
that vast store which the busy and boundless imagination

of man has painted on it—all the materials of reason and

knowledge? To this I answer, in one word, from experience.
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I adopt terms originally proposed by the psychologists Keith Stanovich and
Richard West, and will refer to two systems in the mind, System 1 and System
2. System 1 operates automatically and quickly, with little or no effort and no
sense of voluntary control. System 2 allocates attention to the effortful mental
activities that demand it, including complex computations. The operations of
System 2 are often associated with the subjective experience of agency, choice,

and concentration,(Daniel Kahneman, p.22).
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All of that human history, for the first 5 or 6 million years after our origins
about 7 million years ago, remained confined to Africa. The first human
ancestor to spread beyond Africa was Homo erectus, as is attested by fossils
discovered on the Southeast Asian island of Java and conventionally known
as Java man (see Figure 1.1),
The oldest Java "man" fossils— of course, they may actually have belonged to
a Java woman—have usually been assumed to date from about a million
years ago. However, it has recently been argued that they actually date from
1.8 million years ago. (Strictly speaking, the name Homo erectus belongs to
these Javan fossils, and the African fossils classified as Homo erectus may

warrant a different name.) (Diamond Jared (1999:36).
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Our results suggest that separatism is the expression of an
aspiration for statehood, a deeply political statement. It is an act of
state formation, which is more likely to occur the more communities
are discriminated against, the more the states in which they live fail
to provide any form of social compact and restrain violence, and the

more they can rely on the remembrance of a once autonomous life.
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1| Critical social theory has roots in Marxist though and literary tradition and
literary criticism (DeMarco et al, 1993)

2 Foundationalism describes some of the underlying assumptions of the
empirical analytic tradition of scientific inquiry.
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Chenoweth defines civil resistance as “a form of collective action that seeks to

affect the political, social, or economic status quo without using violence or the

threat of violence against people to do so” (p.1).
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While the limits of nonviolent strategies in extremely
violent situations such as mass slaughter and genocide need to be
acknowledged, in most contexts of oppression and exploitation it might well

be the only way to struggle for justice and democracy in a peaceful and

constructive way(Ibid,. P. 259).
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Discourse theory investigates the ways social practices

systematically form identities of subjects and objects by

articulating together de a series of contingent signifying
elements available in discursive field,(P’7).
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