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[2:213] Sarwar

At one time all people were only one nation. God sent
Prophets with glad news and warnings. He sent the Book with
them for a genuine purpose to provide the people with the
ruling about disputed matters among them. No one disputed
this matter except those who had already received evidence
before. Their dispute was only because of their own hostility.
To deal with this dispute, God, through His will, sent guidance
to the believers. God guides to the right path whomever He

wants.
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Introduction:

The image of Islam

1.1 The Central Claim,1.2 The Rival Claims,1.3 The
Misunderstandings, 1.4 Roadmap

There are two common images of Islam present: the
peace-loving and the militant ones, both based on their
interpretations of the Holy Quran and Hadith. It is beneficial
to remind the reader of basic primary sources of religion and
the derivative knowledge derived from those sources.

The holy Quran is the basis of religion, but it contains

more than decrees and recommendations, and Hadith are



practical guides based on Divine orders. Derivative knowledge

is Tafsirs that are based on the holy Quran and Hadith.

Four questions are at the pivot of this introduction. The
central claim of this essay will be introduced in the first
section. The rival claims are discussed in the following section.
Next, we will examine what | call misunderstandings, which |
will group into two categories: Universal and Internal. The

chapter ends by introducing the roadmap.

1.1 The central Claim

Religion/ Dien of Islam is the core subject of this essay.
The aim is to show that, based on Quranic verses, Islam is a
man-centered religion because it is mainly sent down to guide
man while they dispute (2:213). By man -centered, | mean the
following:
1. Islam is sent down to guide human beings to the right

path.

2. It means that human beings' physical and spiritual well-

being and welfare are the purpose of this religion.
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In this essay, Islam means the last completed version of
all Abrahamic religions, as per (9:111), which was revealed to
Prophet Muhammad to guide human beings to the true and
right path.

Verse 2:213 says why the Almighty God has sent scriptures

and prophets to a community.

(r:riv)
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[2:213] Maududi
In the beginning all the people followed the same way.
(Afterwards there came a change and differences arose). Then
Allah sent Prophets to give good tidings to those who
followed the Right Way and warnings to those who swerved
from it. And He sent down with them the Book based on the
Truth so that it should judge between the people concerning
their differences. (Differences arose not because people were

not given the knowledge of the Truth in the beginning, nay),

differences arose between those very people who had been
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given clear teachings, and (for no other reasons than that)
they wanted to tyrannize over one another. So Allah, by His
leave, guided those who believed in the Prophets to the Truth
about which they had differed; Allah guides whomever He
pleases to

the Right Way.

(9:111)

SRR b (Qgﬂg,sfg aadil Buieddll e Lt bl AN &1 ©
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[9:111] Maududi
Surely Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and
their belongings and in return has promised that they shall
have Paradise. They fight in the Way of Allah, and slay and are
slain. Such is the promise He has made incumbent upon
Himself in the Torah, and the Gospel, and the Qur'an. Who is
more faithful to his promise than Allah? Rejoice, then, in the
bargain you have made with Him. That indeed is the mighty
triumph.
Because people differ(43:65)
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63 When Jesus came with the
clarifications, he said, “| have come

2 to you with wisdom, and to clarify for

you some of what you differ about.
So fear Allah, and obey me.

s« Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so
worship Him—this is a straight path.”

65 But the factions differed among
themselves. So woe to the
wrongdoers from the suffering of a
painful Day.

Source: Quran, Arabic English, Clear Quran. Translated by

Talal Itani.www.clearequran.com
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And We gave them clear proofs of the matter [of religion].

And they did not differ except after knowledge had come to

them - out of jealous animosity between themselves. Indeed,

your Lord will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection

concerning that over which they used to differ.

Hud (The Prophet Hud) 11:118
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And had thy Sustainer so willed, He could surely have made all
mankind one single community: but [He willed it otherwise,
and so] they continue to hold divergent views' (asad)

Suffice to remind Verses (90:8-10; 8:11-12; 39:7,41). That

Islam is meant to guide human beings.

The central claim is based on Quranic Ayas;
1. The aim of Islam has always been guidance;
2. God is free from any need, but does not want humankind
to go astray.
3. Islam forbids what is harmful and recommends what is in
the interest of mankind;
4. Islam considers individual capacity and impairments (5:6;
2:256);
5. Islam is based on Freedom of choice (39:7,41; ).
(39:7)
193855 ol © 58801 oslasn) (853 35 © @8 ie Al 518 163485 o
oy 35528 (83235 0835 U] &5 O L6551 559 83515 555 95 © Q31 4555
VoAl OI% &ule & © Golass @8
[39:7] Sarwar
If you disbelieve, know that God is certainly independent of
you. He does not want disbelief for His servants. If you give

thanks, He will accept it from you. No one will be responsible
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for the sins of others. To your Lord you will all return and He
will tell you about what you have done. He knows best what
the hearts contain
(39:41)
£€13 LS5y eqile ol a5 T aale s B
[39:41] Sarwar

(Muhammad), We have revealed the Book to you for mankind
in all truth. Whoever seeks guidance does so for his own good.
Whosoever goes astray goes against his own soul. You are not

their representative.

(90:8-16)

13£.°4] Jasi aJf A = Did We not give him two eyes?
iiakg Glalg 4 @ And a tongue, and two lips?

32301 43385 1. p And We showed him the two
ways?

a2l @=281(d v But he did not brave the ascent.

f5al 15 ;.e_s_‘.j:,ﬁag v 12 And what will explain to you what
the ascent is?

483 &3 \v 12 The freeing of a slave.
didia o3 a8 B ps‘:.br 51 1¢ | 14 Or the feeding on a day of hunger.
43344 13 laz3 0 15 An orphan near of kin.

5335 13 s 31 v 16 Or a destitute in the dust.
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Source: Quran, Arabic English, Clear Quran. Translated by

Talal Itani.www.clearequran.com

Based on Quranic verses, the central claim that Islam is for
guiding people to the right path is proven.

What does the Right Path mean? It, in a nutshell, means
physical and spiritual well-being and welfare, the way to
peace.

Let us see what the rival claims are based on.

1.2 The Rival Claims

The religion of Islam, which is called in Islamic literature
as (Dien), and is distinguished from what is called Madhhab,
meaning the way of practicing a religion. The central claim of
this essay is that Islam is a man-centered religion. In other
words, Islam means Physical and spiritual well-being and
welfare of human beings, that is, a man-centered religion, not
a coercive and violent one, and helps believers through certain
mechanisms provided by the holy Quran and by the teachings
of the Prophet, peace be upon him, to reach a certain level of
ethical excellence.
There are rival claims, presenting Islam as a violent and

coercive religion or a pure worshiping religion. These claims
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are considered here as misunderstandings and will be
discussed here, because Chapters (17:22-39) and (24:54-62),
Chapter 4 entirely, provide the code of conduct/behavior for
every believer. These codes of behavior do not support the
rival claims at all.
There are mainly two rival claims: the claim that Islam is a
worshipping religion because it is a monistic religion and
human beings are created to worship the only almighty God,
the creator of heaven and what exists between them. There
are seemingly reasonable argumants to support it.
- Yes, Islam is a monistic religion because the main
message of Islam is: there is a god to worship him and
obey Him and His messenger.

- Yes, God says (51:56),

(09)osiizd I pasfls S0l SALE Lo
[51:56] Asad
And [tell them that] | have not created the invisible beings
and man to any end other than that they may [know and]

worship Me.
(2:21)
K2 GRLS oo iy ARELE (sl 4855 103221 LoD 65T 5

413 5eh5
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[2:21] Sarwar

People, worship your Lord who created you and those who

lived before you, so that you may become pious.

But it is equally arguable that:

1.

Worship means following the guidance and obedience of
the only God without associates. It means surrendering

to him by following his orders.

The same word is also used about all creatures
worshiping the Almighty God.

The main and key argument is that the Holy Quran and
the Prophet (PBUH) are sent to guide the (Ibad) to the
Right Path, the path chosen by God to be followed by
human beings, while God is free of need.

Worshiping God is a way of following the right path.
Worshiping God means obeying Him. Remind the verses

on Salaat:

(2:45)

- a1t T3S o7 -5 & T s o @ S - -
§€03 OBl le 3] 850K Lgils = 8xlalls sially lgixmiilg

[2:45] Sarwar

Help yourselves (in your affairs) with patience and prayer. It is

a difficult task indeed, but not for the humble ones
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(2:177)
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[2:177] Sarwar

Righteousness is not determined by facing East or West
during prayer. Righteousness consists of the belief in God, the
Day of Judgmant, the angels, the Books of God, His Prophets;
to give money for the love of God to relatives, orphans, the
destitute, and those who are on a journey and in urgent need
of money, beggars; to set free slaves and to be steadfast in
prayer, to pay the religious tax (zakat) to fulfill one's promises,
and to exercise patience in poverty, in distress, and in times of
war. Such people who do these are truly righteous and

pious.(9:103)

God has guided believers that praying helps us be in
direct contact with our creator, and it prevents us from going

astray. It means prying/worshiping God is a way of
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thankfulness and a mechanism that keeps us on the right
path.
Al-'Ankabut (The Spider) 29:45

— Ow e - = e o =
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[29:45] Sarwar

(Muhammad), recite to them what has been revealed to you in
the Book and be steadfast in prayer; prayer keeps one away
from indecency and evil. It is the greatest act of worshipping
God. God knows what you do.
(39:7) says:
193845 ol5 © 58801 0lia) b3 35 © (Rus Lk Al E8 19345 o
Ly 32528 (32235 o835 ] & © Lssbl 539 8355 535 95 © 48T 453
Vol Al oIk g2 &] © Gelass a8
[39:7] Asad
If you are ingrate, behold, God has no need of you;
nonetheless, He does not approve of in-gratitude in His
servants: whereas, if you show grati-tude, He approves it in
you. And no bearer of burdens shall be made to bear another’s

burden. In time, unto your Sustainer you all must return, and
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then He will make you [truly] understand all that you were
doing [in life]: for, verily, He has full knowledge of what is in

the hearts [of man].

Based on all those verses, it is a logical and right claim to
belief worshiping god is beneficial for the individual believer.

The second claim paints a frightening picture: Islam as a
violent, subversive, and coercive religion that imposes its will
and way of belief. It claims that the holy Quran is a low
scripture and it has to be put into practice through the
establishmant of an Islamic governmant. In a way, it takes
responsibility for the Islamization of society. Such a claim is an
evident regression, because, based on verses of the holy
Quran, there is no (lkrah) and no Haraj) in Islam religion.
And not to ignore that God says:
Al-Baqgara (The Cow) 2:177Worshiping the Almighty God is
believing and trusting Him, obeying God and His apostle
(3:32, 132; 4:13,59,80; 5:92; 8:1,20,46; 24:52).

When God says, in (39:7),if you are ingrate, God has no
need of you; nonetheless, He has not approved of ingratitude
in his servants..” it means that worshiping God is up to the

individual. Worshiping God is a way to thank our Creator. As
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human beings, we are also thankful to those who help us in
our daily life.

It is not logical to think Islam is a worshipping religion
when we believe that God is free of need if someone chooses
His recommended path or not, since he is the One who guides

whom he wishes and he is the only Creator.

The second rival claim paints the religion of Islam as a
coercive and violent one. The critics point to the Hijab and
forcing people to pray, or changing one's Madhhab, as living
evidence of coercion. They are wrong, but we will discuss
these issues later on.

The truth is that Islam is a peaceful religion, and freedom
of choice is the basic principle. This assertion is based on
verses ( 5:6; 10:99;76:29) of the holy Quran. One can read in
these verses that God has shown two paths, who want to
follow the right path and be thankful; it is in their own benefit.
(39:41)

€13 S5y paile Eol Lag T gl dss a1
39:41]] Sahih International
Indeed, We sent down to you the Book for the people in truth.

So whoever is guided - it is for [the benefit of] his soul; and
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whoever goes astray only goes astray to its detrimant. And

you are not a manager over them.
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The Land

s Does he think that no one has
power over him2?

s He says, “I have used up so much
money .’

7 Does he think that no one sees
him=?

e Did We not give him two eyes?

= And a tongue, and two lips?

1w And We showed huom the two
ways?

11 But he did not brave the ascent.
1z And what will explain to yvou what
the ascent 1s??

13 The freeing of a slave.

12 Or the feeding on a day of hunger.
15 An orphan near of kin.
1 Or a destitute In the dust.

a7 Then he becomes of those who
baelieve, and advise one another to
patience, and advise one another to
kindness.

18 These are the psople of
happiness.

w2 But as for those who defy Our
revelations—these are the people of
misernry.

20 Upon them is a padlocked Fire_

Quran, Arabic English, Clear Quran. Translated by Talal

Itani.www.clearequran.com

God asks the human being to obey him and his apostle
{3:13,32; 4:59,69,80; 33:71; 47:33}, but has compulsion and
coercion forbidden (verses: 2:256; 5:6; 10:99; 22:78).

(2:256)
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Ho A1 wj g C}_JS_H 2 813813 von 25 There shall be no compulsion in
- : religion; the right way has become
185 955 UB-QHL’ 383 o888 distinet from the wrong way.

3j‘_1 , i3 L, s -2« - Whoever renounces evil and
s L&] §J E"ﬂ believes in Allah has grasped the

«& aad most trustworthy handle; which does
not break. Allah is Hearing and
Knowing.

Quran, Arabic English, Clear Quran. Translated by Talal

ltani.www.clearequran.com

(5:6)

s8L3NT JJ1 aad 13] Igtalz 0T (8 1 ¢ O you who believel When you rise
? 5 to pray, wash your faces and your

39!-1'“” uj' @5-’:9-'!% SBy2) 19.7..@1.9 hands and arms to the elbows, and
a8l I a8124fs akazy ladasis WiPe your heads, and your feet to
S L’] “‘}E fﬁlg % ] > the ankles. If you had intercourse,

3l 1,535 S )5%19)db0 3 @S 15 then purify yourselves. If you are il
Gl s 2ae § ot .F <. 1. oOrtravelling, or one of you returns
5 Lilall s a5l £l BT?“ *-’j'r: from the toilet, or you had contact
lgadzz0 213 |gdad alo 2Ladl aZaa) with women, and could not find
£ il aba ot . it 1w . Water then use some clean sand
W13 292 b l95aald b Daa g wipe your faces and hands with

vix 38 ol o) 3313__' 5 50ais it. Allah does not intend to burden
g o ] > you, but He intends to purify you,

o&leaas) auls @858k Ayl SJ5 and to complete His blessing upon

, 1.:: .57 you, that you may be thankful.
a9

Quran, Arabic English, CIear Quran. Translated by Talal

Itani.www.clearequran.com

(10:99)
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Jonah

3 1 % Had your Lord willed, everyone on
earth would have beiieved. Will you
compel people to become believers?

s And strive for Allah, with the
striving due to Him. He has chosen
yvou, and has not burdened you in
religion—the faith of your father
Abraham. It is he who named you
Muslims before, and in this. So that
the Messenger may be a withess
over you, and you may be withesses
over the people. So pray regularly,
and give regular charity, and cleave
to Allah. He is your Protector. What
an excellent Protector, and what an
excellent Helper.

page 348

Quran, Arabic English, Clear Quran. Translated by Talal

ltani.www.clearequran.com

(76:29)
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This surely is a reminder: Therefore, whosoever desires may

take the way to his Lord.
(74:31,38,54,55)
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Let’s see what kariha and (Haraj) mean in those verses.

According to the Dictionary of the Holy Quran?', Kariha means

against one's will, dislike, compulsion.

Kariha ; 5

Kariha ; §

honourable. Karimun/Kariman
£S5/ S (acc.): Noble: Worthy
ofrespect, Honourable, Holy: Kind:
Generous: Beneficent: Gracious:
Agreeable: Fruittul; Fair; Grace;
Rich: Respectful. Theword Karim
S has occurred in The Holy
Qur'dn as adjective for Allah, for
The Holy Prophet, Gabriel, Holy
Qur'an, Place of reward, the
Throne of Majesty, Joseph and for
provisions. Thus according to the
contents and its place in a phrase

be averse from, loathe, abhor,
detest, be unwilling. Karhun /
Kurhun 5.5 /5.8 Difficult;
Disagreeable; Against one's
will; Pain; Grief. Karihun s |\S"
One who dislikes or is averse
from anything. Makrithun
s5 S Hateful; Abominated.
Karraha s 5: 11. To render
hateful or difficult. Akraha
s| S1: IV. To compel one to a
thing against his will. Ikrahun

s| §1: Compulsion.

' Dictionary of the Holy Quran ARABIC WORDS - ENGLISH MEANINGS

(With Notes) (2010). By ‘Abdul Mannan ‘Omar
Translator, The Holy Qur’an (Arabic - English)
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198 J e

distress, critical situation; to commit an offence; prohibition, to
impede; to refrain from doing. Of this root, z ~ haraj occurs 15
times in the Qur’ an.

zA~ haraj I [n] 1 crime, sin, blame, re:proach censure (48 17)
o~ uﬂ-'_)‘” S V5 A cﬁ{ﬂ” L Vs ga LN e LA ono

blame/censure attaches to the b.i'm,d the .-fa.me: or the sick [for not

fighting] 2 hardship, burden (5:6) .5-_-_;: ) ‘,S.‘Ir. ,_5.._-‘.13 A1y _uj L God
does not desire to place any hardship on_ you 3 Ehffl{:ulty,
constriction, 1mp¢d1ment conetramt (4 65) ‘_L,_u. Tiskedd Y <Ly s

-._u..aal.ul:._p.ﬁ_..ml (_413_-..1‘:.{ paipvi _):n....n.LA.ﬂ.J_,AS:ubuT?’IG by your
Lord, they will not believe until they seek your arbitration in what

has erupted between them and then will find no constraint in their
hearts regardfng vour judgement Il [v. n. used adjectivally (also
read as: z = harij quam-pasq part.)] that which is opprssqed or
constricted (6:125) 3 % Gils A W e i AL 5 330 s
¢l but whomsoever He wishes to lead astray, He makes narrow
his breast as if he was ascending into the sky.

Haraj? means:

We have seen that God the Almighty has given the
freedom of choice between the two paths shown by him to
human beings, and there is also no restriction concerning
performing Islamic rituals. Based on Quranic verses, the clear-
cut conclusion is that the second claim has no Quranic basis.

Let us turn to the misunderstandings about Islam.

2 Koninklijke Brill NV, Leiden, The Netherlands (2008). ARABIC-ENGLISH
DICTIONARY OF QUR’ANIC USAGE. Vol.85.BY

ELSAID M. BADAWI

MUHAMMAD ABDEL HALEEM. Leiden: Brill, The Netherlands.
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1.3 The misunderstandings

The religion of Islam is the most misunderstood and
misconceived. To argue that this misunderstood religion is for
guiding humankind to physical and spiritual well-being and
welfare requires introducing what is misunderstood. The
misunderstandings will be discussed briefly here in two
sections under two headings.

The Universal misunderstandings about Islam are those found
in every community everywhere in the East and West, such as:
A. Islam as a separate and independent monist religion
belonging to the Abrahamic religious group.

B. Political Islam and Islamophobia.

The second category of misunderstandings | call internal,
because they are found in Islamic countries, inside Muslim

communities.

1. Universal misunderstandings
Misunderstandings under this category are very common.
They are called misunderstandings because they are not

based on misinformation and misinterpretations.
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A. lIslam is not a separate and independent religion, but the
last and completed version of all other monistic, Abrahamic
religions, called Judaism and Christianity. Verses of the Holy
Quran revealed to Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) say the

truth:
Islam is not a separate and isolated religion of the Abrahamic
religions, as is believed, because the holy Quran says they are
parts of one religion sent down by the only one Almighty God
to different people throughout history from Abraham down to
Prophet Mohammad. Let me refer you to the following verses:

(2:2-5)
2 The Heifer 3ya.Jl

In the name of Allah, the Gracious,
“ the Merciful.

=1l 4 2 Alif, Lam, Meem.

= z2all Pt LI LIty o Bl | 2U3 v 2 This is the Book in which there is
no doubt, a guide for the righteous.
83LEJT =08.835 Bl 555083 3]l v = Those who believe in the unseen,
- R g B —— and perform the prayers, and give
Hshdd pdB35 Bes from what We have provided for
them.
2 And those who believe in what was
e .= Trevealed to you, and in what was
SH5i8sd @d 8312 b5 2l pyealed before yvou, and are certain
_ B of the Hereafter.
fady 1lfjléf§"=[a{;tj s oad ol 1|i]"'9‘f oS Tr_‘tese are upon guidance from
N their Lord. These are the successful.

Fro==ladll

oo I3l Tas aldl) 1351 Tay 5 080b3 alis «

page 1

Source: Quran, Arabic- English Quran, Clear Qurak. Translated

by Tala Itani.www.clearequran.com
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[22:78] Sarwar

Strive steadfastly for the Cause of God. He has chosen you
but has not imposed on you hardship in your religion, the
noble religion of your father, Abraham. God named you
Muslims before and in this Book, so that the Messenger will
witness (your actions) and will be the witness over mankind.
Be steadfast in your prayer, pay the religious tax, and seek
protection from God; He is your Guardian, a gracious Guardian
and Helper

God’s message to people(2:21):

[nggl,. ,_,_,1 qus:._, [EM[ L},Jl_:_tq L@,.T_j w a0 pe:::rplel Worship your Lord who
ko s i created you and those before you,
L F‘ﬂ"‘] a8 o 1 hat you may attain piety.
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Source: Quran, Arabic- English Quran, Clear Qurak. Translated

by Tala Itani.www.clearequran.com

Abraham and Moses named too Mujslims(2:132,133, 136;
10:84).

(2:132)
M Gul @3J Labiusl Al & £,45 G Disawis duis @ealss] @y (555
€Ty oshlis oI5 3] Sisis

[2:132] Ahmed Ali

And Abraham left this legacy to his sons, and to Jacob, and
said: "O my sons, God has chosen this as the faith for you. Do

not die but as those who have submitted (to God)."
(2:133)
Do H93i5 B 4l JB 3] E:3all Ciobixg 5.45 3] 2ligd @l gl
5215 @l Banals Juclads menlss] ST dls Al 3285 16106 (5535
€1rrposalis d 5353
[2:133] Ahmed Ali

Were you present at the hour of Jacob's death? "What will
you worship after me?" he asked his sons, and they answered:

"We shall worship your God and the God of your fathers, of



31

Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac, the one and only God; and to

Him we submit."

(2:136)
Sbsls Juclasls funlsil J).‘I Las L) J)’JT a5 allly GaT lgfss
3 385 oo Heidl ol 55 {riies (riDod @l 155 bua‘iilé $r96%35

0 S0w

1 pHealas A G505 deia 251 55 G538
(10:84)
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[10:84] Ahmed Ali

Moses said: "O my people, if you do believe in God place your

trust in Him if you are obedient."

(7:157))

VWIS SIS VT I WUl Dgeio.

3T 2,231 2 BT §0230 50835 130T rov
TIEAT b phas. HaSaAigla

oF pdEss Bo3aalls @3l Jaudlis
padle 23535 Bl A o Kl
uﬁi jii:‘“i‘ré ph3o] pE pias S
4 15832 ;_,.lj‘@[né-ii 38
C-‘j-EJQT “45a JJ—j =301 35801 158315 393235
gﬁhl-ﬂ-ﬂ-” [af"

,,,,,

157 1 hose who follow the Messenger,
the Unlettered Prophet, whom they
find mentioned in the Torah and the
Zospel in their possession. He
directs them to rightecusness, and
deters them from evil, and allows for
them all good things, and prohibits
for them wickedness, and unloads
the burdens and the shackles that
are upon them. Those who believe
in him, and respect him, and support
him, and follow the light that came
down with him—these are the
successful.
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Source: Quran, Arabic- English Quran, Clear Qurak. Translated

by Tala Itani.www.clearequran.com

(7:158)
R
o alli g2 3 i |é

The Elevations

158 Say, "0 people, | am the
Messenger of Allah to you all—He to
whom belongs the kingdom of the
heavens and the earth. There is no
god but He. He gives life and causes
death.” So believe in Allah and His
Messenger, the Unlettered Prophet,
who believes in Allah and His words.
And follow him, that you may be
guided.

Source: Quran, Arabic- English Quran, Clear Qurak. Translated

by Tala Itani.www.clearequran.com

An-Nisa (The Woman) 4:136

Source: Quran, Arabic- English Quran, Clear Qurak. Translated

by Tala Itani.

“afilag Al 3555 557 )
O5 188 y= 12 )l paalls “alass “a25s

126 O you who believel Believe in
Allah and His messenger, and the
Book He sent down to His
messenger, and the Book He sent
down before. Whoever rejects Allah,
His angels, His Books, His
messengers, and the Last Day, has
strayed far in error.



33

Source: Quran, Arabic- English Quran, Clear Qurak. Translated

by Tala Itani.www.clearequran.com

Source: Quran, Arabic- English Quran, Clear Qurak. Translated

by Tala Itani.www.clearequran.com

LI e B A

1c323015 19318 ;.__!ﬁg Igislz 5 f,_;ﬁf ;1 v = Those who believe, and those who
B B W Ly, are Jewish, and the Christians, and
:}?‘lﬂJ] padls ‘E"J-”-E NN u-‘-‘-*‘:'-"ﬂ the Sabeans—any who believe in
Jaads i sdie] a0 12LL - Allah and the Last Day, and act
o : F_ Nb o J'ALE righteocusly—will have their reward
HYIT pd ‘jé ;ﬂ&-lﬁ B3> with their Lord; they have nothing to
fear, nor will they grieve.

olayl () 4l 658!

& 35905 LB e J3il U5 ) I3l &y Seteds il
§E359i80
(2:62)
237015 all 58T 58 Supsldlg (s3Ladl5 193t Guills ledal u,_\n 3
ab 35 Rale 333 35 Agly e an3l @ald BULS Jass >
%wr%ssi&;

[2:62] Ahmed Ali

Surely the believers and the Jews, Nazareans and the Sabians,

whoever believes in God and the Last Day, and whosoever
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does right, shall have his reward with his Lord and will neither

have fear nor regret.

Quran is revealed to the sealing Prophet with the same
message all prophets conveyed to their communities, but this
scripture, as the last one, addresses mankind as a whole. As
we can read, Prophet Abraham and Moses called themselves
Muslims, meaning the prophets of the only creator and the

only religion recommended by him.

It is clear-cut that what are called Abrahamic Religions, are
one religion called Islaam, which is complete and revealed by

the Holy Quran to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

B. Political Islam and islamoephobias

Political Islam and islamophobia are misunderstandings
because both are based on the actions of a minority of
believers who misunderstood their own religion. There is no
such thing as Political Islam, because religion is a way of life, it
is based on freedom of choice and coercion, compulsion free. It
is handy to ask what makes things political, to make a religion
political too. What makes a thing political are two elements:

1. every action in authority that affects public affairs, and
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2. power is the main currency op politics. In Islam, power that
coerces and compels does not exist. Islam is open to everyone,
which makes it resemble a public good, but it is not, because it
is not a property owned by some agent. The Earth belongs to
everyone, but not to anyone.

As far as Islamophobia is concerned, the hatred directed at
Islam is a misunderstanding, based not on knowledge about
Islam, but on behavior of a minority of believers.

Islamophobia targets the wrong subject, which is innocent,
because based on actions of a minority, hate the religion that
the very minority has mis understood.

What a minority is doing in the name of religion is misusing
the real Islam.

Notice what verse (29:46) says and what verse [16:125],
says concerning dealing with people.

(29:46)

[29:46] Sarwar
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Do not argue with the People of the Book except only by the
best manner, except the unjust among them. Tell them, "We
believe in what is revealed to us and to you. Our Lord and your
Lord is one. We have submitted ourselves to His will".
(16:125) says:
b Ll ealales © dlaadl dhesalls dakadl G5 Yoo ) §3
§\rop
[16:125] Maududi
(O Prophet), call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and
goodly exhortation, and reason with them in the best manner
possible. Surely your Lord knows best who has strayed away
from His path, and He also knows well those who are guided to
the Right Way.
It is shown, based on God's verses quoted here, that what a
minority believes and is trying to fulfil is not what Islam is
about.

Verse (2:285) lays the necessary conditions for being a
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433 oo "=‘-",'; JJ-'TL” JQ—U-!.}-” alE o 288 The Messenger has .beiieved i_n

b e o Bk Jolh what was revealed to him from his

"-";"55 eielag E‘JL; Fale BT asiesalls Lord, as did the believers. They all
have believed in Allah, and His

angels, and His scriptures, and His

page 46

5 yadl 2 The Heifer

‘19353§:~9_|__5_,3 L,r; ;,_5.7 4 &Jﬂ:’ - alxjs Mmessengers: “We make no
_ NPT distinction between any of His
Sweall el]g LG5 abilzat s I5 taas messengers.” And they say, “We
hear and we obey. Your forgiveness,
our Lord. To you is the destiny.”

Source: Quran, Arabic-English. Translated by Talal. Itani.

2. Internal misunderstandings

In this section, | would like to discuss those internal
misunderstandings that negatively affect the image of
Islam and Muslims altogether. Reductionism in religious
education, groupthink, and the hijab are three
misunderstood issues to be discussed here.

A, Reductionisms

It is a common and effective way to teach basics as simply
as possible. In science, we have models and Occam'’s razor
principle. As far as religion is concerned, it is very significant

as well to teach the fundamantal principles first. | mantion
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what is taught as (the Five Pillars of Islam: Tashahhud, Prayer,
Fasting, Zakat, i.e., a financial obligation for those capable of
paying, and pilgrimage).

They are practical evidence of Belief, not the basic pillars of
belief. Necessary condition to become a believer is to
believes in God, in his scriptures, angels, Prophets, the last
day, and the resurrection as mantioned in verses (2:285) and

(4:136).

These five pillars Reduces Islam to 5 rituals. Since the
majority have no financial power and is not obliged to Pay
Zakat and perform Haj, Being a Muslim in practice comes to
Saying Shahadah, praying and fasting once a year. This is not
the only outcome of this educational reductionism, but it
ignores more. Teaching the code of conduct/ behavior helps
the believer to stay on the right path. The emphasis is on
praying daily; while praying has two functions: remembering
God to thank him and ask for Guidance, and keeping him on

the right path. Chapter (107) guide us:
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ooslall 107 Assistance

oAl B383 (ai =sz5f v 1 Have you considered him who
- - denies the religion?
@.._,_:Jl f—__\j é;ji ;L}Z\é vy 2 Itis he who mistreats the orphan.

egaSizeall al_g,_g . u2=:>-" d3 v 3 And does not encourage the
- feeding of the poor.

C,.La‘dj 1355 ¢« « So woe to those who pray.

Hodla &"'4;331‘2’ oE pd ;,JJT o s Those who are heedless of their
prayers.

395}3;, ad Cr’:‘ji 1 & Those who put on the appearance.

sotlall 5987435 v 7 And withhold the assistance.

Source: Quran, Arabic-English. Translation by Talal Itani.

www.clearequran.com

The five pillars are key evidence/manifestations of belief;
they do not form the foundations of being a Muslim. verses
(2:1-5, 285; 4:136; 5:96; 7:158) set the foundation of belief
in Islam.

Teaching religion based on the logic behind God's
recommendations and orders is a missing part. God is all-

knowing and wise, and its religion is logical.

B. Groupthink: It is a natural phenomenon. Because
groups form based on belief systems and the same thinking

patterns. We remember what god said in (30:32:
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[30:32] Maududi

... (31), those who have split up their religion and have
become divided into sects, each party exulting in what they

have.

‘The term Groupthink was coined by psychologist Irving
Janis in 19727,

Moreover, the so-called five pillars of Islam neglect many
key requisites of significant values, such as good deeds,
helping people in need, including parents, orphans, travelers
in need, and those who ask for help. This will certainly be
shown by the chapters that follow.

Moreover, the system does not teach the logic or the
reasons behind the recommandations and orders of God,

the benevolent and merciful.

3. Robert Jackson and George Sorensen (2007). Introduction to International Relations, Theories and
approaches. Third edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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We remember what god said in (30:32:

/
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[30:32] Maududi

. (31), those who have split up their religion and have
become divided into sects, each party exulting in what they

have.

Think of monistic religions as think -groups who have split

their religion, because there are many sects among them.

‘The term Groupthink was coined by psychologist Irving
Janis in 1972%.

Hijab: It is misunderstood both in Muslim circles and

in the West as well.

4 Robert Jackson and George Sgrensen (2007). Introduction to International Relations, Theories and
approaches. Third edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press.



- In the West, the hijab is seen as a sign of oppression
that is imposed on girls and women, not as an individual
choice. When the hijab is banned based on that
conception by a government, the individual choice is

automatically banned as well.

- Among Muslim communities, the Hijab is also
misunderstood because it varies in forms, and it means
Hijab is a uniform based on interpretations. Let us turn

to the Holy Quran on this controversy.

1. Hijabis a voluntary individual decision because,
according to (39:7,41; 80:11-12; 90:810 ) every
individual is free to choose whether to be a Muslim or
not. There is no compulsion ( 2:256 ), according to the

verses of the holy Quran.

2. God forbid extremism in chapter 4, verse

171(4:171):

51 ST ] T e o1efed 35 4%y § Oleli5 3 LT I3
£955 358 Jl Taisall IadalSs alll Jod5 @358 Gl e el
7 &3 (Qsl 55 Sleasl 456 -:::~~:-|919,m 35 “ala3s dlily Olelals 433
05331 & a3 wdadl § 5 °d s 56k of Iaiais 3o s |
LS 41“4 935
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[4:171] Asad

O FOLLOWERS of the Gospel! Do not overstep the bounds
[of truth] in your religious beliefs, and do not say of God
anything but the truth. The Christ Jesus, son of Mary, was
but God's Apostle - [the fulfilmant of] His promise which
He had conveyed unto Mary - and a soul created by Him.
Believe, then, in God and His apostles, and do not say,
"[God is] a trinity". Desist [from this assertion] for your
own good. God is but One God; utterly remote is He, in His
glory, from having a son: unto Him belongs all that is in the
heavens and all that is on earth; and none is as worthy of

trust as God.

This overstep ( TaGhglue) means adding to what Allah the
Almighty has ordered, and violence, and aggressiveness are
different ways of transgression. Because it violates the
borders set by God. It is relevant to mantion a very
controversial question of the Hijab. Quranic Verses on hijab
prescribe the private parts. Let's read them one after the

other.

Al-A'raf (The Heights) 7:26



44

’?"3" -|- .?. - o%uwlo _ 1 =11 0% o7~ 7°1.Eo.’. -1 L
soadl Golds Linyg 0XSeam syon Lald oSile U3l A8 331z oim
593333 peled dil eilz $o 3 35 EUS

[7:26] Maududi

O Children of Adam! Indeed, we have sent down to you a
garment which covers your shame and provides protection
and adornment. But the finest of all is the garment of piety.
That is one of the signs of Allah so that they may take
heed.

Notice what is considered ‘the finest ".

There are two basic decrees on Hijab in chapter 17:59; 24.
31.

(17:59)

- - —w r — z
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[33:59] Sahih International

O Prophet, tell your wives and your daughters and the
woman of the believers to bring down over themselves

[part] of their outer garmants. That is more suitable that
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they will be known and not be abused. And ever is Allah

Forgiving and Merciful.

Two reasons are given in the above verse for these
recommandations are that ‘they will be known and not be
abused ', and the fact that ever Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful.

(24:31)
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[24:31] Sahih International

And tell the believing woman to reduce [some] of their
vision and guard their private parts and not expose their
adornmant except that which [necessarily] appears thereof
and to wrap [a portion of] their headcovers over their

chests and not expose their adornmant except to their
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husbands, their fathers, their husbands' fathers, their sons,
their husbands' sons, their brothers, their brothers' sons,
their sisters' sons, their woman, that which their right
hands possess, or those male attendants having no physical
desire, or children who are not yet aware of the private
aspects of woman. And let them not stamp their feet to
make known what they conceal of their adornmant. And
turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, that you

might succeed.

Obviously, one can read and acknowledge that the core
issues in the above verses are the privacy rights and safety

of human beings.

Those who consider Hijab as a sign of oppression have to

think logically as they usually do:

1. Hijab, as shown, is a protection both physical and
psychological because beauty stimulates affections.

2. It is a personal choice, i.e., Freedom op choice, which is
one of the basic rights among individual liberties.

3. Imposing someone’s choice on others under any pretext
is contrary to all values a civilized agent believes in.

4. God, the benevolent and merciful, says in verse (7:26):

7:26
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[7:26] Maududi
O Children of Adam! Indeed, we have sent down to you a
garment which covers your shame and provides
protection and adornment. But the finest of all is the
garment of piety. That is one of the signs of Allah so that
they may take heed.
1.4 The roadmap

The first chapter discussed some claims and relevant
misunderstandings. No doubt that the real peaceful image of
Islam is distorted due to these misunderstandings. All the
arguments in this essay are based on Quranic verses to prove
that Islam is a man-based religion, meaning that human
beings are at the center of its attention because it guides
people to the right path leading to physical and spiritual well-
being and welfare of believers. Chapter Il discusses the
methodology used to show that it is really a man-based
religion.

It is a prerequisite to know what is meant by Islam as a
religion and its message and its goal, discussed in Chapter lll.

Mechanisms to attain the goal set by religion are the subject
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of Chapter IV. Chapter V discusses the intrinsic characteristics
of human beings and those characteristics to be acquired.
Worth mentioning is that God has not only shown the right
path and how to follow it, but also warns of the dangers and
enemies who deceive believers to go astray.

The conclusion will be presented in chapter 6.



49

|
Methodology

2.1. Traditional method of inquiry, 2.2. Scientific methodology 2.3 Quranic
methodology, 2.4 the fundamental elements of inquiry and inferring,
2.5.Normative framework

This chapter deals with methods of work in this essay, as
well as scientific and traditional ones. It begins with the
traditional way of inquiry, followed by scientific methodology.
Quranic methodology is the way the author follows in
conducting this research. Section four discusses those
elements playing a fundamental role in inquiry and drawing

conclusions.
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2.1 Traditional way of inquiry

Human beings are rational beings, thinks an ask
questions because wants to know. The traditional way of
inquiry existed before the scientific method of inquiry was
born. Mankind has successfully gone through many
revolutions before the industrial one.
Suffice to quote Clive Gamble®: To begin with...
One revolution invariably led to another. Fire drew some of
our earliest ancestors into the circle. Stone tools made them
hunters and these handy artefacts later became symbols,
embellished by language and art. A life on the move was
eventually exchanged for a settled existence that promoted
agriculture, and the first civilisations followed. Then came the
ancient Empires with their bookkeeping, literacy and the
institutions of state power. The momantum they established
led to industrialization, whose global ramifications define the

contemporary world (Clive Gamble, 2007:3).

5 Clive Gamble (2007). Origins and Revolutions
Human Identity in Earliest Prehistory. Cambridge: CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS.
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Reasoning was the main force they used, knowing their
environmant. Earl Babbie® named the traditional mode of
inquiry as ordinary human inquiry(Earl Babbie,1998: 18):
{Thus, the human inquiry aims at answering both “What” and

“Why” questions, and we pursue these goals by observing and

figuring out} (Earl Babbie 1998:19).

2.2 Scientific methodology

It is based on observations and empirical tests of assertions
and theories.
It is not the aim to discuss it in detail, but it is deemed
necessary to take note that the human cognitive faculty plays
the key role both in traditional and scientific modes of inquiry,
with a distinguishing element of systematic rigidity belonging
to the second mode of inquiry.
Let us see what Karl Popper’ have to say about scientific
methods.
A scientist, whether theorist or experimenter, puts forward
statements, or systems of statements, and tests them step by

step. In the field of the empirical sciences, more particularly,

¢ Earl Babbie (1998). The practice of Social Research. Eighth edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth
Publishing Company.

7 Karl Popper (2005). The Logic of Scientific Discovery.

The Taylor & Francis e-Library, 2005.ISBN 0-203-99462-0 Master e-book ISBN.
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he constructs hypotheses, or systems of theories, and tests
them against experience by observation and experiment (Karl
Popper, 2005:3).

Barry Gower?, who rightly

Writes : So the study of scientific method should shed some
light on the

character customarily attributed, rightly or wrongly, to beliefs
expressed

in scientific statemants. Individually considered, scientific
beliefs are of

course very various. Some are general in their scope, others
are specific

and particular; some are well established, others are more
tentative;

some are fundamantal and central, others are less important.
But despite

these differences they have something in common which
explains why

we count them as scientific, namely the method by which they

are

established (Barry Gower, 2002:6-7).

8 Barry Gower (2002).Scientific Method, an Historical and Philosophical Introduction.
Taylor & Francis e-Library



53

He highlights the logical and experimental character of the
scientific method ( Barry Gower, 2002:16,17)

John Ziman® writes:

affirms that scientific research is not essentially distinct from
the many other ways in which we humans typically get to
know about ‘life, the universe, and everything’. In principle, we
should be taking a holistic view that covers ‘the whole picture’.
In practice, each discipline may still look at only one particular
aspect of this picture and report what it sees in its own
particular language. The fact is, quite simply, that the barriers
of comprehension between these languages are so high that a
transdisciplinary viewpoint is required to transcend them
(John Ziman 2004:8)

The conclusion one can draw is that the scientific method,
though not perfect, is one of many ways of getting

information and knowing.

2.3 Quranic method

Reading the holy Quran, one notices that the Quran is a
sign book comprising reasons and evidence, and inviting the

reader, the believer, to think critically (39:18).

9John Ziman (2004). Real Science, what it is, and what it means.
Cambridge University Press.
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK.
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God the Almighty, the benevolent and merciful, has not only
invited mankind to think and reason but also invited those
who differ to prove it is otherwise.

Chapter (41) verses (9-12):

- Eie = = - - P oy ) & =
2 2331 Bl= ATU 5038840 ‘,g’,f 1 o Say, “Do you reject the One who
A Y _fiﬂ, i _..___,_ created the earth in two days? And
Sealall S5 EU3E151a5 S9l=3535 3853 you attribute equals to Him? That is
the Lord of the Universe.”

33 a2 Jas35 1. 10 He placed stabilizers over it; and
s wF e .. oizfr. . == _ Dblessed it; and planned its provisions
£l :";L-!i asi3l -2 @551 g2 3355 i four days, equally to the seekers.

JES 2l=5 _as claadl J] kaiwl @ w 11 Then He turned to the sky, and it
" was smoke, and said to it and to the

earth, “Come, willingly or

<=5l unwillingly.” They said, “We come

e willingly.”
(55515 42853 2 wlsha pia Z,dL5E5 w 12 So He completed them as seven
5 = " b i . universes in two days, and He

assigned to each universe its laws.

SiT 2uisll 2sadT U3 URiE- &5 = 25 And We decorated the lower
el S25mll Saass 25 =9 T2 universe with lamps, and for
protection. That is the design of the
Almighty, the All-Knowing.

Quran, Arabic-English. Translation by Talal.

Verse (164) is only one example of many more.

(r:151)
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[2:164] Ahmed Ali
Creation of the heavens and the earth, alternation of night
and day, and sailing of ships across the ocean with what is
useful to man, and the rain that God sends from the sky
enlivening the earth that was dead, and the scattering of
beasts of all kinds upon it, and the changing of the winds,
As an example, one can recite Chapter 55. Verses (55:1-16)

say:

e 3T A2 3T al1T ek In the name of Aldlah, the Gracious,
- - the Mercitul
2A=3T 4 The Compassionate.
=l &385T = iz > Has taught the Owuran.

L

T -.:g‘r Bl e = He created rman.
€ a Aand taught him clear expression.
a

E e sun and the moon Mmeowe
acocording to plan.

i T = = And the stars and the trees
prostrate thhemselves.
=150 a3 Wads slasdisg « = And the sky, He raised; and He set
up the bbalamce.

1Eall | s 1as1ny JF A4 s So do not transgress in the
= balance.
To%w=2% s lasalls =355 fea . als = = But maintain the weights with
== - = E ._ jJustice, and do not violate the
S5l halance.

E_L?fh‘u [T ujg;.lﬁT:{:, A o Aund the earth, He set up for the
creatures.
E-‘"S. EIT 205 T 2T s .+ g c5 g s 1 I it &=re fruits, and palms i

clusters.

H=330Ts wamsll o5 2oalig ar 2 And grains in the biades, and
fragrant plamts_

AT LS55 =Sl s 315 o 12 So which of yvour Lord™s marneels
e T = will WOl cern?

Source: QURAN, Arabic English Translation by Talal Itani.

The following verses not only provide evidence but also

provide research themes for investigating minds.
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(75:4)

75 Resurrection dolAll

In the name of Allah, the Gracious,
the Merciful.

1 | swear by the Day of Resurrection.
2 And | swear by the blaming soul.

dalhe gass jf 35531 2asgl v 2 Does man think that We will not
reassemble his bones?

1 Yes indeed; We are Able to
reconstruct his fingertips.

s But man wants to deny what is
ahead of him.

Source: QURAN Arabic English. Translation by Talal Itani.
(41:9-11)

s Say, “Do you reject the One who

__ created the earth in two days? And
452 you attribute equals to Him? That is
the Lord of the Universe.”

1w He placed stabilizers over it; and
blessed it; and planned its provisions
in four days, equally to the seekers.

3.5 3335 8355 (yo o8] lEd Jas5 v
T&@ﬁ@)—\i‘&

Py

‘E

2l o a3

11 Then He turned to the sky, and it

8B 553 o5 ezl | kazal & o
5T EI6 @35 3f 3B b 03305

“.2il
:
Cras

was smoke, and said to it and to the
earth, “Come, willingly or
unwillingly.” They said, “We come
willingly.”

Source: QURAN Arabic English. Translation by Talal Itani.
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In short, God guides us not only to the right path for
attaining physical and spiritual well-being and welfare but also
on how to reason and support what we have asserted. We see
in the holy Quran the argumants, evidence, the conclusion, as
well as the right to disprove if one can. They are evident in the
argumants of the Prophet Abraham in Verses (2:258'6:75-
76;30:8).

In verse (2:28), He argues with a king about God.

w

) (é.._aalyl J6 _sI L& a1 56T UT 455 3 el éls 6ﬂ| JI;S (o.ﬁ
S 1§16 fanli] J5  Cagals ] TJLQ Cusals ind sl
3 s ﬂSdAﬂueréu,\qu'uAle-‘uLQ eM'unumJb
Q,s.c_;J_LbJI ‘99.0J| S2a1 4TOAP
[2:258] Maududi
Have you not considered the case of the person who argued
with Abraham as to "Whom Abraham acknowledged as his
Lord?' The dispute arose because Allah had given him the
kingship (which had made him arrogant). When Abraham said,
"My Lord is He Who gives life and causes death," he
answered, "l give life and cause death." Then Abraham said,
"Well, Allah brings the sun from the east: just bring it from

the west." At this, the disbeliever was confounded: (yet he did
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not believe), for Allah does not show guidance to unjust
people.
In verses (6:75-79), we see that the Prophet Abraham

conducts observations and tests his conviction about God.

oAzl 9g80E maiil ) 3li%5 va 75 Thus We showed Abraham the
sk N 5. @mpire of the heavens and the earth,
GreiB0all 58 50543 23313 | that he might be one of those with
certainty.
(%3 JL&-‘"Lﬁ'S's 123 "J_;;:TT azle i 1213 v= 76 When the night fell over him, he
v it Bt s ey o | SAWA planet. He said, "This is my
Zraddlz toiy JB 81 TAIS" 35 jord.” But when it set, he said, “I do
not love those that set.”

page 133

o =3y 6 Livestock

Ayt Ii& B &3k 3&801 123 A5 w 7 Then, when he saw the moon
cwls e BEr e . .. .% ooz oozl 0ASING, he said, "This is my lord.” But
23801 5o 3395 33 Sada @l o JB 181 \when'it set, he said, “If my Lord does
:,.TLE.H not guide me, | will be one of the
b errng people.”

Tis 33 138 B 335 ,aaldi 125 K6 va 7 Then, when he saw the sun rising,
ce %1 mp o= L re¥rarsi, o¢ D€ said, "This is my lord, this is
B 2 Sl paas J8 SHERE -)--5T bigger.” But when it set, he said, “O
119‘5 4 my people, | am innocent of your
=g idolatry.

oasli 368 o3l gs35 2435 3| v 1 | have directed my attention
2207 «n B Taa s 59 towards Him Who created the
Cré.j-*‘-“h o Ly laus 23213 heavens and the earth—a
monotheist—and | am not of the
idolaters.”

Source: QURAN Arabic English. Translation by Talal Itani.
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All the evidence leads to the existence of one God, the creator
of the heavens and Earth and what is in between them. This

way of reasoning is the way human beings are hardwired for.

24 The fundamental elements of inquiry and inferring.

Human beings use his/her thinking ability and reasoning to
reach a conclusion or make a decision. Whatever method is
used, our perception plays a decisive role. What is a
perception that is a key player?

Perception is ‘the process by which the BRAIN receives the
flow of information about the environment from the sense
organs and uses this raw material to help an organism make
sense of that environment ' (David Satt, 2003).
But perception is fundamentally affected by ontology.

David Marsh and Paul Furlong'® believe
Each social scientist’s orientation to their subject is shaped by
their ontological and epistemological position. Most often,
those positions are implicit rather than explicit, but,

regardless of whether they are acknowledged, they shape the

1% David Marsh and Paul Furlong, 2002:17; in: David Marsh and Paul Furlong 2002”°A skin, not a Sweater:
Ontology and Epistemology in political science’, pp. 17-41).
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approach to theory and the methods which the social scientist

utilizes (David Marsh and Paul Furlong, 2002:17).

Let us turn to three kinds of human reasoning: the

inductive, deductive, and abductive reasoning, because:
Logic has always made high claims as the scientia
scientiarum, the science of Sciences (William!?!

Minto,2010:17).

1. Inductive reasoning: It runs from several observations, as
Prophet Abraham did (verses 6:75-79), to a conclusion,
or a general pattern of some regularity. According to Earl
Babbie (1998:4):

‘Inductive reasoning moves from the particular to the
general, from a set of specific observations to the
discovery of a pattern that represents some degree of
order among all given events' (Earl; Babbie,1998:35)
If you take the central claim in this essay as a hypothesis, we
can conduct observations to find out is God'’s

recommandations and decrees are man-centered; the

" William Minto (2010). Logic, Inductive and Deductive.
Produced by Thierry Alberto, Lesley Halamek and the Online
Distributed Proofreading Team at http://www.pgdp.net
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hypothesis will certainly be confirmed. Take, for example,
Verse (3:185)

C)'>) oad dazal ‘5§3 (35) usésd L4\;|9 &gl 4831 u;*—fv s

29)2“ é;;) ﬂl I.;S.)J| ogg&Jl a5 56 388 &iai J.'?Slé QL"'ZJI

Every human being is bound to taste death: but only on the
Day of Resurrection will you be requited in full [for whatever
you have done] - whereupon he that shall be drawn away from
the fire and brought into paradise will indeed have gained a
triumph: for the life of this world is nothing but an enjoymant
of self-delusion. (asad)

The archaeology, planetology, and observation in history
all show that death is a certain fact, but death is an
unavoidable incident that is not only decreed by God but also
causes relief.

It is not possible to know or test things that happened to
those who are dead, nor do we know what is unseen even with
the help of advanced technological instrumants.

Deductive reasoning: Deductive reasoning moves from the
general to the specific. It moves from(1) a pattern that might
be logically or theoretically expected to (2) observations that

test whether the expected pattern actually occurs(lbid., p. 36)
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2. Abductive reasoning:

It is also a way of arguing used every day. A. Aliseda
Lwrites:

Broadly speaking, abduction is a reasoning process
invoked to explain a puzzling observation. A typical
example is a practical competence like medical diagnosis.
When a doctor observes a symptom in a patient, she
hypothesizes about its possible causes, based on her
knowledge of the causal relations between diseases and
symptoms.

This is a practical setting. Abduction also occurs in more
theoretical scientific contexts. For instance, it has been
claimed [Han61],[CP, 2.623] that when Kepler
discovered that Mars had an elliptical orbit, his reasoning
was abductive(Atocha Aliseda, 2006:28).

In Vers(8) chapter(30) God says:

(¥-:A)

- —

T | -2To- [ -- ToE - -1~ | BY =17 (& = 2E . 2% T o = &

| aaks 5 055315 olsladdl A1 B & 3 pqudil §193%a% &3l
1.9"—0"3_ - ‘?"7"2::."?—.%. 5,&01 —E— 'i’—o

€A3 58] s clahy uldl G BuiS 15 T Gads S35 6L

2 Atocha Aliseda(2006). Abductive Reasoning
Logical investigation into Discovery and Explanation
SBN-10 1-4020-3907-7 (e-book)

Published by Springer,
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[30:8] Ahmed Ali

Do they not think for themselves that God did not create the

heavens and the earth and all that lies between them without

reason and a determined purpose? But many man reject the

meeting with their Lord.30:8]

In verse(39:18), God, addressing the Prophet Mohammad,

says:

358 0 A1 4P W J 16305 Bodzag of SedlB o5 Gaills
Sadll Al & a225T 502528 I3 Gonaiog Gudll €1Vislie

AT ool i dllols 5 &b Ralia

[39:17] Ahmed Ali

There are happy tidings for those who keep away from the

worship of false gods and turn to God in repentance. Give glad

tidings to My creatures.

[39:18] Ahmed Ali

Those who listen to the Word and then follow the best it

contains are the ones who have been guided by God and are

man of wisdom.

It applies to statemants, explanations, and conclusions.
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2,5 Normative framework

This essay deals with two categories of entities: normative
and real ones of what is known as (ought to be), versus (is).
In other words, God the Almighty has created Adam and his
children in His image and expects them to behave as He
recommends in the Holy Quran. There will always be a gap
between those two. Consider religion as a set of normative
beliefs and its practical features. As an example, | would like
you to remember that the five pillars reduce the religion as a
belief -system to three pillars: Shahadah, Prayer, and Fasting.
We will see how big the gap is between normative belief and
Religion in practice. Now consider how the divine
government and a government and mankind have to obey
their orders as prescribed in the divine scripture, in this
example, the holy Quran, and the laws and administrative
regulations of the relevant governments. Once again, we are
witnessing the huge gap in obedience. The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UNDHR) as a normative law
and practical obedience of its content in reality is another
example. This means the gap between Normative Islam and

Islam in Action. But,
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Islam has mechanisms that help every believer become the
being they are expected to be. But the recommendation and
guidance we are talking about are not man-tailored.

God, the Creator of all what created, seen and unseen, is the
source of knowledge, and he guides whoever he wishes to
guide. The Quranic verses are the normative framework. But
this essay aims to show:

1. Islam is a man-centered religion, meaning its aim is to
guide human beings to a Path chosen by God to be
followed. It is in the interest of human beings, causing
psychological relief, and confidence in the future, and
provides answers to many unanswered questions. The
task is to show this is contrary to all claims and
manifestations presenting it otherwise. It is really a men-
centered religion and guides normatively and practically
to a higher level of humanity. Because the human being
is created by God, with the best faculties and placed then
to the lowest of the low and expected to elevate back to
that honored level by following the religion of Islam.

In Islamic studies, one may find methodologies for

authentication of Hadith and the application of the
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Islamic thought framework as the author of (Islamic
Methodology in History) described. Fazlur Rahman
writes:

These articles were written under a conceived plan to
show (@) the historical evolution of the

application of the four basic principles of Islamic
thinking, which supply the framework for all Islamic
thought- viz., the Qur'an, the Sunnah, [jtihiid. ljma'

and (b) their actual working on the Islamic developmant
itself(Fazlur Rahman 3, 1995:V)

God chooses a path that leads to the welfare and well-
being of those who sincerely try to follow it. But how to
know what is good or not? To address these concerns, |
would like to draw attention to two facts:

The first one is who knows better than the one who
created the heavens and the earth and all those in
between them? God is the source of the most reliable
information. In our worldly life, we always want access to
reliable information, and that is why we refer to reliable

sources, because we want the truth.

3 Fazlur Rahman (1995). Islamic methodology in History.
Islamic Research Institute, Islamabad; Publication. Third print.



67

The second fact is the UN Human Rights Declaration of
1948, What is the basis of Article 1 of the UNDHR

that we believe:

Article |

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and

rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience

and should act towards one another in a spirit of

brotherhood.
How many human beings are not free, not equal? And what
makes us believe that it is so? All the articles are expectations
(ought to be), but it is otherwise in reality.
A freeborn human being in a cage is no longer a free being.
Reasoning and providing evidence are the methods used in
this essay, while it is based on what God said about what he
has created. An example of a scientific approach will certainly
do good. In verse (2:219), God guides us concerning alcohol
and gambling.

r:riq

14

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.p
df
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Tadalls ol a5 a8 5] ged 5 yntals 2231 o2 gl
R8T T 23 33 58201 U5 Hodas 135 Aislings Lagais oo 3351
(11953345 (812 Ui
[2:219] Asad
THEY WILL ASK thee about intoxicants and games of chance.
Say: "In both there is great evil as well as some benefit for
man; but the evil which they cause is greater than the benefit
which they bring." And they will ask thee as to what they
should spend [in God's cause]. Say: "Whatever you can spare.”
In this way God makes clear unto you His messages, so that
you might reflect.
And in verses (5:90,91)
We find why it is better to avoid drinking intoxicating
substances and games of chance.
(5:90)
55 oidy A331s SlasTls Susalls 5221 S Slgial 5all GG
[5:90] Asad
O YOU who have attained to faith! Intoxicants, and games of
chance, and idolatrous practices, and the divining of the
future are but a loathsome evil of Satan's doing:' shun it, then,
so that you might attain to a happy state!
091



69

il ya3 1 § SLARHI; 353201 &&ig 286} of Hlazddi L8 &)
(A 3saLid o5l Jab 3sLANT 5 4l 33 o2 @335

[5:91] Asad
By means of intoxicants and games of chance Satan seeks
only to sow enmity and hatred among you, and to turn you
away from the remembrance of God and from prayer. Will you
not, then, desist?’
The example cited shows, along with reasoning, a good and
fair method to follow.

Using Inference to the Best Explanation (IBE) will also help.

End of Chapter Il
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The Goal and

Message of Islam

The religion of Islam is in a symmetric relation with how
human beings are hardwired. We are hardwired to have goals,
use means, and try to fulfil them, but need time and patience.
Islam’s goal in a nutshell is to help human beings follow the
right path that leads to physical and spiritual prosperity. It
provides not only the necessary mechanisms and ways to
achieve that prosperity, but also warns of pitfalls and enemies
waiting along the way to deceive. The Right path is shown by

the Almighty God and is recommended for everyone to follow.
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Quranic verses show not only that God has shown mankind the
right path, but also that God has given human beings the

freedom of choice.

3.4
The Right Path
(The Family of Imran) 3:138
(1PN 5ua2A0 dicdas s3as Lull Jlg 13a
this [should be] a clear lesson unto all man, and a guidance and
an admonition unto the God-conscious. (asad)
(39:41)
b o Wdllmlu,os GszuAhUuLSJI;LLcLJ)JI bl
GINELAPVHE Eol a5 7 Lgile Juas 533
BEHOLD, from on high have We bestowed upon thee this
divine writ, setting forth the truth for [the benefit of all]
mankind. And whoever chooses to be guided [thereby], does
so for his own good, and whoever chooses to go astray, goes
but astray to his own hurt; and thou hast not the power to

determine their fate. (asad)

Yunus (Jonah) 10:108
dwmud.\mwﬁs, yug;i‘b.\sudw THEIRE

—£ ~
- o

Ju3y oXilE 01 Ta5 laile Juag W6 3 0085 “dna)

Translations | CommantaryY | Read/Context
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qul yaayyuha I-nasu gad jaakumu I-haqu min rabbikum famani
ih“tada fa-innama yahtadi linafsihi waman dalla fa-innama
yadillu ‘alayha wama ana ‘alaykum biwakilin (translit.)
SAY [O Prophet]: 'O mankind! The truth from your Sustainer
has now come unto you. Whoever, therefore, chooses to follow
the right path, follows it but for his own good; and whoever
chooses to go astray, goes but astray to his own hurt. And |
am not responsible for your conduct.’ (asad) —

An-Naml (The Ants) 27:92
U] e 8 085 “eesdd (52243 16 sial a5 Hlasdl o1l s

(Ar) & _)__s.LZJT S0 G

27:92] Asad
and to convey this Qur’an [to the world].” Whoever, therefore,
chooses to follow the right path, follows it but for his own

good; and if any wills to go astray, say [unto him]: “l am only a

warner.
Yunus (Jonah) 10:108
L;A;gstaslsksmwﬁps, e ST &3 38 LT G 08
(1-0) Jus5: okl 261 a5 lgale Huig W18 05 025 “adl

SAY [O Prophet]: 'O mankind! The truth from your Sustainer
has now come unto you. Whoever, therefore, chooses to follow

the right path, follows it but for his own good; and whoever
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chooses to go astray, goes but astray to his own hurt. And |

am not responsible for your conduct.' (asad)

(1)
(&é; ub_lg BQJJI LJI uLo.UoJI Se LUl C).xd JJI oLJ).»T M REN]
§13 3503l 333801 blo ]
[14:1] Ahmed Ali
ALIF LAM RA. A Book We have sent down to you that you
may lead man out of darkness into light, by their Lord's
command, to the path of the mighty, the worthy of praise.
(90:8-10)
€1+ posindl $33as 4 oiihs Glals énpoiize J Jass ol
[90:8] Asad
Have We not given him two eyes, [90:9] and a tongue, and a
pair of lips, [90:10] and shown him the two highways [of good
and evil]?
3.2
Freedom of choice; No compulsion, Coercion
(39:7)
195855 ols © T 3881 osliz) u‘o)-‘ 35 C (qu.(: e aul uLQ 193855 ol
Loy o 3EKi8 d82258 o505 dl @ fw d)>|»9 0))|9 233 $95 0 &&J 453
9>¢>JI ke ) Qale cbl 5 Holass wa £V
[39:7] Sahih International
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If you disbelieve - indeed, Allah is Free from need of you. And
He does not approve for His servants disbelief. And if you are
grateful, He approves it for you; and no bearer of burdens will
bear the burden of another. Then to your Lord is your return,
and He will inform you about what you used to do. Indeed, He

is Knowing of that within the breasts

(76:2-3)

- w

4 Bangd an $U1535 @ B8 LEAT AT oy oLl VAL )
4315053 LaJ5 13SLE L] el 35535 G

[76:2] Asad
Verily, it is We who have created man out of a drop of sperm
intermingled, so that We might try him [in his later life]: and
therefore We made him a being endowed with hearing and
sight. [76:3] Verily, We have shown him the way: [and it rests
with him to prove himself] either grateful or ungrateful.

Religion shows the Right Path because mankind differ in wat

truth is.
(1-:19)
B35 e bz 815 3375 & 14156 53215 AT J) LatDI 5 a3

[10:19] Ahmed Ali
Man were once a community of one faith; but they differed (and

followed different ways). Had it not been for the word
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proclaimed by your Lord before, their differences would have

been resolved.

(2:213)

o9 - _ s = T

J)Jlg IR Oydinio C)J.JJI Al Eezd 3315 d.o| v IS
>!I41.9;al...>lln ‘cu.glg_oJoIlusuALJl (&So.kagAJLvuLcSJI
L),uJI al 6-&3-9 ' Pl S QLZLJI (<’L§_‘°;L> 15 A%5 o 5930l L),uJI
blyo JI Lis oo S48 4.UI9 cb_sb sl ¢ S0 dud lgalisl W) lgial
%r\r%&w
[2:213] Sahih International
Mankind was [of] one religion [before their deviation]; then
Allah sent the prophets as bringers of good tidings and
warners and sent down with them the Scripture in truth to
judge between the people concerning that in which they
differed. And none differed over the Scripture except those
who were given it - after the clear proofs came to them - out
of jealous animosity among themselves. And Allah guided
those who believed to the truth concerning that over which
they had differed, by His permission. And Allah guides whom
He wills to a straight path.
(1-:99)
& ages a8 03391 3 05 583 s 2L 3l
§3995rei0da 19368

-

@ @ o o2 _
1 w - . bod w ¢
e L).«JLJ| 0S5 Lo

— ) |



76

[10:99] Sahih International
And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have believed
- all of them entirely. Then, [O Muhammad], would you
compel the people in order that they become believers?
(11:11A)

AP Ssaling Gofl5s 35 0 8315 43
[11:118] Ahmed Ali

9

T ool Jazd &l 2Ls 55
But if your Lord had pleased He could have made all human
beings into one community of belief. But they would still have

differed from one another,

The holy Quran is also named (Furgaan), the book that shows
the truth on which people convert.

In short, the goal is to guide, i.e., to show the right, the true
path. The Message of Islam carries the goal in detail. The
controversies continue.

Verses 19:37

Maryam (Mary) 19:37

——————

o _ . - @Y - a - Tow
0 - - & W e . Yo~ * o o= .. S fge0 I3 s *
P93 Mg (0 tloxas Guall Jig9 peis Tie wlixdl calisle

(rv)esdic

10:93
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51 alell Ga
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u That is Jesus son of Mary—the
Word of truth about which they

59343 48 doubt.
ljlﬁ'd_{._-;:,_;_ﬁd:;ﬂé oo dsis Jf al) 48 s ro 35 Itis not for Allah to have a child—
s s zo.ca s .5z ...7_ -z dlory beto Him. To have anything
59528 54 Jofs 8316 1381 .33 done, He says to it, “Be,” and it
becomes.
page 310
[2a 19 Mary

Blo 13abgaze a5 3y dli E; §n

= &
a =

il] a8 s e 13391 Al v
eeaE 257 2455 40 19385

s “Allah is my Lord and your Lord,
so worship Him. That is a straight
path.”

a7 But the various factions differed
among themselves. 5o woe to those
who disbelieve from the scene of a
tremendous Day.

Source: Quran, Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.

(41:45)

125 °o = = o1 « o T(20%T = %% 5 [=onl- ° "7
EL )y o Sl dals 395 dus alisle oSl L age Lsle salg
1) UR 4 - 9 42 - I (90 c 9

(F(b)u._»
(41:45)

o ,Oow

h\\g

;L.uu.oJ '”—V.,:A.QJ

Thus, too, have We vouchsafed revelation unto Moses

aforetime, and thereupon disputes arose about it. And [then,

as now,] had it not been for a decree that had already gone
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forth from thy Sustainer, all would indeed have been decided
between them [from the outset]. As it is, behold, they [who
will not believe in this divine writ] are in grave doubt,

amounting to suspicion, about what it portends. (asad)

(43:65)

Li> 38 )6 wazdl ace 215 &g v &3 When Jesus came with the
b g0 s . i .4 . . i Clarifications, he said, “l have come
RELCEEAIP-E R aaslh o you with wisdom, and to clarify for
waddola dlll 1a5518%4.a You some of what you differ about.
09 TISEE 52 50 fear Allah, and obey me.

lia%5022( PﬁJS ) 88 alli ) e | o Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so
worship Him—this is a straight path.”

1“1‘-'5"-""‘“'“‘]9-5‘9

L,J;u Rt VI 15231 Glz416 1o o5 But the factions differed among
T s g . ... themselves. So woe to the
@fj £ wlAE G loalls wrongdoers from the suffering of a
painful Day.

Source: Quran Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.
(45:17)
s (éls_zjl (é.ézl‘? 2I lgalis s © )Ail o Ol 'o..{bl.uﬂg
%\V%ésél&:%é 56 Lo st 553 p&i ki IS5 5] © Rels
[45:17] Sahih International
And We gave them clear proofs of the matter [of religion].
And they did not differ except after knowledge had come to
them - out of jealous animosity between themselves. Indeed,
your Lord will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection

concerning that over which they used to differ.
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No doubt that the two paths are shown by God, one the Right
Path and the evil one, and give every individual the right to
choose freely. It is also worth noting that the controversies
continue, and the Almighty God will judge on the day of
resurrection.

Chapter 112 declares the truth that people controvert on.

112 Monotheism oMl

a1 as 3 ol ey In the name of Allah, the Gracious,
- the Merciful.

451 4ii 54 151 + Say, “He is Allah, the One.
422l &li v 2 Allah, the Absolute.

gl @l als @l v o He begets not, nor was He

begotten.
o4 ‘9ﬂ5dj ug-’ @]g ¢ |4_|;.ﬂ\ntithen=-, Is nothing comparable to
im.

Source: Quran Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.

We are talking about a religion being man-centered
without defining it, because according to the holy Quran, all
other Abrahamic religions are parts of the same religion called

Islam. But they are considered to be Judaism and Christianity.
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3.3
Islam and fts message
While all Abrahamic Religions are according to the holy
Quran, one religion revealed to different prophets carrying the
message of God, Islam is the final and complete version of
them. Taking into consideration the aforementioned truth, the
Holy Quran, named Furgaan and a Reminder, is a complete
guide. Verse 2:213 says what this holy scripture contains:
(24:34)
d.la.c;a; L8 o0 1815 L,u_sJI 54 Miss g;;LL.uo L;JlJT(QS.LJI L(.l).)l alg
(re) Suaiall
[24:34] Sahih International
And We have certainly sent down to you distinct verses and
examples from those who passed on before you and an
admonition for those who fear Allah.
In many circles, religion is defined based on practical
impressions, particularly of some minorities here and there. A
few examples are as follows:

Definition of religion

Until now, there is no clear-cut, agreed-upon definition,
but a definition that includes supernatural, transcendent

elemants. A few definitions as examples are as follows.



81

A religion, on its doctrinal side, can thus be defined as a
system of general truths which have the effect of
transforming character when they are sincerely held and

vividly apprehended (Alfred North Whitehead, 1996:15%).

As a start, I shall use a well-known list of characteristics of religion offered
by W.P.Alston in his book Philosophy of Language. He makes nine suggestions:

Belief in supernatural beings (gods).

A distinction between sacred and profane objects.

Ritual acts focused around sacred objects.

A moral code believed to be sanctioned by the gods.

Characteristically religious feelings (awe, sense of mystery, sense of guilt,
adoration, etc.), which tend to be aroused in the presence of sacred objects
and during the practice of ritual, and which are associated with the gods.
Prayer and other forms of communication with gods.

A world view, that is, a general picture of the world as a whole and of the
place of the individual in it, including a specification of its overall significance.
[Alston presumably includes in this characteristic a belief in some kind of
continuing existence after the end of this life, or, in Hindu rerminology, cycle
of experience (samsara).|

8 A more or less total organisation of one’s life based on the world view.

9 A social organisation bound together by the preceding characteristics.

L7 N N I S

o

To these, and thinking along similar lines, | should wish to add:

10 The acceptance of certain texts as being inspired by God, so that they exemplify
the distinction made in 2; may be seen as the main source of the knowledge of
4; are read publicly in the context of 3, and privately as an expression of 6.

Source: Ray Billington (2002). Religion without God.
London: Routledge.

5 Alfred North Whitehead (1996). Religion in the Making.
Lowell Lectures, 1926. New York: Fordham University Press. Cited in :Ray Billington (2002). Religion
without God.London: Routledge
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In Islamic literature, Islam is defined as a religion

recommended by God.

| propose the following definitions:

1. Islam is divine recommendations and orders and practical
guidelines based on faith in the only creator that guide
mankind to a path leading to physical and spiritual well-
being and welfare.

2. Islam is a divine religion that helps human beings,
through normative and practical guidance, to ascend
from being a potential honorable being to an actual one,
and pass the Divine test they are created for.

God addresses the whole of humanity in (14:1)
(14:1)
u.sb )QJJI LJI uLo.LL:JI &e LUl Qa,J ;LLJI olj;j Gs < BN

———

w

(30031 305801 blio (] gl
[14:1] Sahih International
Alif, Lam, Ra. [This is] a Book which We have revealed to
you, [O Muhammad], that you might bring mankind out
of darknesses into the light by permission of their Lord -
to the path of the Exalted in Might, the Praiseworthy —
In verse 15, chapter 5, God addresses those who believe

in divine scriptures:

(5:15)
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(5:15) ai8 B2 5,3 480 535 Weds adals 18 L Jal g

OS5 5ol Al e 325 38 ¢ %*Socsﬂgéuw'uous-;—;
£10p5eh

[5:15] Ahmed Ali
O people of the Book, Our Apostle has come to you,
announcing many things of the Scriptures that you have
suppressed, passing over some others. To you has come
light and a clear Book from God# 1 &

Because Islam is the completed divine writ, as per verse

(3) of chapter (5) of the holy Quran:
9 of o o= 9 9° OTI:

1 = o w= 0%+ 0gol= X o -8[- 0T ° a - —o_|
(&SJCJ.,«.‘A)gugAm uwg(qs.g.._)(qgul,os (:9.:.“
W3 & o33 Cailnia e Wé;ﬁ@|w s Aol

Considering the following verses, it means that God’s religion,
revealed to Abraham (PBUH), Moses, and Jesus, ends with
the revelation of the Quran to Prophet Mohammad as the

sealing prophet.

(3:19)
355 or ) QS Isll Gya0t AL Lo & aslangl &I e 5y 30 U|
Fo A 518 AN BL 383G o185 © gl ks alell Gazls

41 C\%»:_,L:@J’I
[3:19] Sahih International
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Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islam. And those
who were given the Scripture did not differ except after
knowledge had come to them - out of jealous animosity
between themselves. And whoever disbelieves in the verses of

Allah, then indeed, Allah is swift in [taking] account.

e 85531 8 5 dio Jias ool8 Ly pdladl 528 25 o145
§N0P Iy 3aw I

[3:85] Sahih International
And whoever desires other than Islam as religion - never will it

be accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among

the losers.
(10:84)
o8 0] 161355 ailad allly pfial (33 ] 088 Lves J6
ENEPSralis

[10:84] Sahih International
And Moses said, "O my people, if you have believed in Allah,
then rely upon Him, if you should be Muslims."
(22:78)
L),uJI Lg ‘QSUJ.E J=> lag (é’;SLJ.°>I o @ o.sl.e,> &> all 3 I9.>.ml>9
|m39@ww|gimgm FVIN[e |,<,su|<u,o
154818 & Ul L2 2133 1636355 (RG1E 13,05 Jo3) u95~'J
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s Jsall @28 © 33334 5a alll Ishuniels 831 1375 55L3I
VAP 30
[22:78] Sahih International
And strive for Allah with the striving due to Him. He has
chosen you and has not placed upon you in the religion any
difficulty. [It is] the religion of your father, Abraham. Allah
named you "Muslims" before [in former scriptures] and in this
[revelation] that the Messenger may be a witness over you
and you may be witnesses over the people. So establish prayer
and give zakah and hold fast to Allah. He is your protector;
and excellent is the protector, and excellent is the helper.
(30:30)
JesBf 35 (Gale Lol 5188 3 A1 G50 & Beis 03U Elgss qals
€rposalas I oo 3BT 505 Q281 G030 G5 & a5
[30:30] Sahih International
So direct your face toward the religion, inclining to truth.
[Adhere to] the fitrah of Allah upon which He has created
[all] people. No change should there be in the creation of
Allah. That is the correct religion, but most of the people do
not know.
Addressing the Sealing Prophet, God says:
(V:10A)
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[7:158] Sarwar

Il 163656 & Eopnds

(Muhammad), tell them, "People, | have come to you all as the
Messengers of God, to whom the Kingdom of the heavens and

the earth belongs. There is no God but He.

47
s JJ] L_,n.})]i dJ.'Ii [9..4.\_|

JoTall L o2 15325 19585 udll

o 'F"’T

I9ialeg wnlall Iglaz 5 15tal2 5aalig v
53 oo $1 shs sk e I &

&5 Jaili 1585119385 a3l 8y a0l »
2UIS* agdy e BT 10851 1giala 2ali

JRPT -~ TR T _25F - L1l 22 =TiT1E &

Muhammad Jsows

In the name of Allah, the Gracious,
the Merciful.

1 Those who disbelieve and repel
from the path of Allah—He nullifies
their works.

2 While those who believe, and work
righteocousness, and beleve in what
was sent down to Muhammad—and
it is the truth from their Lord—He
remits their sins, and relieves their
CONCerms.

a2 That is because those who
disbelieve follow falsehoods, while
those who believe follow the truth
from their Lord. Allah thus cites for
the people their examples.

2 Wihean wnn ancnnintar thines whin

Source: Quran Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.

In His hands are life and death. Have faith in God and His
Messengers, the unlettered Prophet who believes in God and
His words. Follow him so that you will perhaps have guidance.
Based on Quranic verses, the so-called Abrahamic religions
are parts of one religion, completed by the revelation of the

holy Quran to Prophet Mohammad (PBUH). This holy
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scripture is revealed to show the true path. It is worth
mentioning that the main message and the basic duties of all
prophets remain the same, beginning from Noah and
Abraham. The main message we find in verse (21), chapter
(2).

(R1aT (RLE 0 Gl RGI5 o3l G255 1o 321 U501 T

413 5sad

[2:21] Sahih International
O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those
before you, that you may become righteous -l am here on
Monday 27 July 2026 at 12:26
It is shown based on Quranic verses what Islam means, but
not yet what its message is. Let us turn to the Message of

Islam.
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3.4

The message of Islam

The message of God, the Almighty, is the message of

Islam. It is declared in Verses (2-5), chapter (2)

2 The Heifer 3yadl

@I!\
craB%AD Ak~ a3y 2ashi ayld v

T = X &
ph 2llal3~agds 8 3b e cldal o

':! ‘, Al

s

In the name of Allah, the Gracious,
the Merciful.

1 Alif, Lam, Meem.

2 This is the Book in which there is
no doubt, a guide for the righteous.

3 Those who believe in the unseen,
and perform the prayers, and give
from what We have provided for
them.

4 And those who believe in what was
revealed to you, and in what was
revealed before you, and are certain
of the Hereafter.

s These are upon guidance from
their Lord. These are the successful.

Source: Quran, Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.

|1 The Opening d=>Jall

:J_.._g]_%j‘l' S5 al) 3a=Ji v

&
"
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a.8%.All BT Gaal -
Sobiall 12 agle casil pall 850 v
BT I pgile

1 In the name of Allah, the Gracious,
the Merciful.

2 Praise be to Allah, Lord of the
Worlds.

3 The Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful.

1 Master of the Day of Judgment.

s It is You we worship, and upon You
we call for help.

s Guide us to the straight path.

7 The path of those You have
blessed, not of those against whom
there is anger, nor of those who are
misguided.
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Source: Quran, Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.

The holy Quran’s Opening chapter expresses the quoted
message as a declaration of belief and trust in God.

In detail, one can summarise the message of Islam as
follows.
Belief in the only God who created you and those before
you(2:21;26:184, who created the heavens and earth and
what exists between them in six days(32:4), who created you
first from a sounding clay and then from a drop of a
sperm(32:7; 40:67). The Almighty God who created you in the
best of stature(95:4) and returned to the lowest of the
low(94:5-8), who made you a successive authority upon you
the earth (2:30) and put you in hardship (90:4-17) to testyou
who does good(11:7), who created you and you will return to
him. God who shows you the straight Path wants you be
thankful or unthankful; God is free from any need of
you(39:7;76:3). The Deeds of everyone who believes and does
good will not be in vain (11:23; 11:11; 2:25).
However Believes en honesly try to do good deeds, and ask
me for guidance his endeavors, will not be in vain(17:19;

76:22). Repent and keep the promise; if you are very sinful, |
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am the forgiver (19:60;20:82). For each endeavor there is a
degree(46:19).
Vers (9) chapter(17) convy the message in a nutshel:

Solass uill Guindall 12555 2381 oo il (s3d OB 156 &)

§1543 551 48T S o BJLA

17:9] Mubarakpuri
Verily, this Qur'an guides to that which is most just and right
and gives good news to those who believe, those who do
righteous deeds, that they will have a great reward (Paradise).
The question that arises now is: what is the goal of this
religion of inviting mankind to believe in God, obey him and

his apostle? The next section is devoted to this very question.

3.5

The Goal of Islam

The message of Islam invites mankind to worship the
only almighty god and his prophet. The message to the
Children of Israel (17:9) was not to worship other than him
alone. The message is the same as it was from the beginning,
as per Quranic verses.

s e 1355 J1 Jlrs] i 538 $lilazs U s U
£rysLiss
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[17:2] Maududi

We gave Moses the Book, and made it a source of guidance
for the Children of Israel, commanding: “Take no other

Guardian beside Me.”

The message conveyed by verse (9) of Chapter (17) directs to
a path that is just and direct, leading to physical and spiritual
prosperity in this world and conveys good news for those who
believe and do good deeds. Verses (2.257; 3:138; 10:108;
39:7, 41; 76:3) of the holy Quran are about Guidance to the
Right Path.

(2:257)

19553 Cyj|§ S J| I 53 04255 63T 5uall 245 &
Slast ol & oI 1ol 53 e@iodyi SollBl g,;,;w
Eroveieal’ g da © gLfJ
[2:257] Sahih International

Allah is the ally of those who believe. He brings them out from
darknesses into the light. And those who disbelieve - their
allies are Taghut. They take them out of the light into
darknesses. Those are the companions of the Fire; they will

abide eternally therein

(3:138)
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Sediall dhedas sans ool Slg 13
this [should be] a clear lesson unto all man, and a guidance

and an admonition unto the God-conscious. (asad)

(10:108)

-

(5347 W18 (T 2 (455 e S3IT 320 58 L2001 TG U8
S5y oXile S01Ts5 il Jusi a6 i 85 i)

SAY [O Prophet]: 'O mankind! The truth from your Sustainer
has now come unto you. Whoever, therefore, chooses to follow
the right path, follows it but for his own good; and whoever
chooses to go astray, goes but astray to his own hurt. And |

am not responsible for your conduct.’' (asad)
(39:7)

o _ e oo o = e - Ed T 253
|9,°-°: & - Olé ,.’;II 99[.?_8.1 . ~)o;. gé 0% , - 13:. :~ d_l_” Ols |9_°'° - OL
-~ ’é‘ﬁff °¢ o @ ’E’l— ‘T’::él 'ef‘e "9'—~— oo ——%. 027 ° To-
Ly SE018 pS=aio 0505 Ul 05 & (331 559 835 535 35 & pSJ 4b3
V93 Al Ol Qule &) O Gelasi @3
[39:7] Sahih International

If you disbelieve - indeed, Allah is Free from need of you. And
He does not approve for His servants disbelief. And if you are
grateful, He approves it for you; and no bearer of burdens will

bear the burden of another. Then to your Lord is your return,
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and He will inform you about what you used to do. Indeed, He

is Knowing of that within the breasts.(asad)

(39:41)
i

Jb 585 © dewdild (535 (a8 © @uwwuwuuf_uylf
413 JeS5s pedle Sl a5 5 (g3l Jag a3

\h

[39:41] Ahmed Ali

We have sent down this Book to you with the truth for all
mankind. So, he who comes to guidance does so for himself,
and he who goes astray does so for his own loss; on you does

not lie their guardianship.

(76:2-3)

-

{3 es Lapas Si1225 425 LEAT 45 0o Ll VAL )
£y 15553 Ll 3sLa 18] el 8535 G
[76:3] Sahih International

Indeed, We guided him to the way, be he grateful or be he

ungrateful.
Chapter (2) verses 2-3 say the holy Quran is to guide:
V) Sustall (533 ¢ 4 © 5 I SUE G €13 ol
4rp 5oabl) A5 Lo SLAN 59ddis wuially Soled] Guil
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[2:2] Ahmed Ali

This is The Book free of doubt and involution, a guidance for
those who preserve themselves from evil and follow the

straight path,

Verse 213 of chapter (2) says why Scriptures were revealed to

Prophets:

(2:213)

o9 - _ .8 = T

J)Jlg u.)).&.uog O )iaio C,J.JJI Al Eezd 3315 d.o| v IS
2I449;9_L‘_>IL5 449|9.014.>|LA.‘SU.‘JU| ’°"€\S>_JL9>JbuLSJI
L),uJI al 6-\3-9 ' Pl S QLZLJI (&é_::.b Lo a3 oo 530l L),uJI
blyo JI Lis oo S2a3 4.UI9 cb_sb sl ¢ 0 dud PIRY LaJ lgial
%r\r%&w
The straight path is the path that guides to truth and leads
directly to the goal. This religion guides humankind to a

straight path, but let's see what this entails.

To understand this very important question, one has to go to

verses about creation(2:30, 34:)

(2:30)
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[2:30] Asad

AND LO! Thy Sustainer said unto the angels: "Behold, | am
about to establish upon earth one who shall inherit it." They
said: "Wilt Thou place on it such as will spread corruption
thereon and shed blood -whereas it is we who extol Thy
limitless glory, and praise Thee, and hallow Thy name?" [God]

answered: "Verily, | know that which you do not know."

(2:34)
Ore OB 385005 Gl oaali] I 19350as 333 lo35usl aX5slal Gls 3l
{32 RO

[2:34] Maududi

Then We commanded the angels, "Bow yourselves to Adam.
"All bowed but Iblis refused to do so; he waxed proud and

joined the defiers.

At the same time, we have to remember what God says in

verses (17:70) about the Children of Adam:
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17:70]] Ahmed Ali

Indeed We have honoured the children of Adam, and carried
them over land and sea, provided them with good things for
their sustenance, and exalted them over many of Our

creatures.
Important to take note of:

1. Based on the verses quoted above, Prophet Adam is
honored, and so are the children of Adam.

2. Iblis's non-obedience and racial prejudice caused him to
be cursed. God’s punishment of Iblis was because of non-
obedience to God and because of thinking himself better
than Adam.

3. Establishing a (Khalifa) on earth to inherit it.

In verses (95:4-8) God says:
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95 The Fig ool

2aas 3T @50 ATzl A

In the name of Allah, the Gracious,
the Merciful.

1 By the fig and the olive.

z And Mount Sinai.

3 And this safe land.

1+ We created man in the best design.
s Then reduced him to the lowest of

the low.

s Except those who believe and do
righteous deeds; for them is a
reward without end.

7 3o why do you still reject the
religion?

s Is Allah not the Wisest of the wise?

Source: Quran, Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani

Let's turn to what verses (4-5) in chapter (95) mean.

Ibn Kathir'® Believes (best form) means (in the best image

and form...):

fpiti-S98 Dﬂy Dy

¢ i 1 3 S
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¢Verily, We created man in the best form.» This is the subject
being sworn about, and it is that Alldh created man in the best
image and form, standing upright with straight limbs that He

beautified.

Verse 5 means according to him:
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¢Then We reduced him to the lowest of the low.»

meaning, to the Hellfire. This was said by Mujahid, Abu Al-
‘Aliyah, Al-Hasan, Ibn Zayd and others.!!! Then after this
attractiveness and beauty, their destination will be to the Hell-
fire if they disobey Allih and belie the Messengers. This is why
Allah says,

3 s

| BA R ARSI
&Save those who believe and do righteous deeds.p
Some have said,

(,,’u.‘}‘/ L2 12 e% Bress 24

\‘.Q!?fu_\l.ﬂ.o J.'....\ Br3y

s

¢Then We reduced him to the lowest of the low.»

“This means decrepit old age.” This has been reported from
Ibn ‘Abbas and ‘Tkrimah. Tkrimah even said, “Whoever gathers
the Qur'an (i.e., he memorizes it all), then he will not be

Sizrah 95. At-Tin (1-8) (Part-30) 53;

returned to decrepit old age.”!!! Ibn Jarir preferred thi:
explanation.?’ Even if this was the meaning, it would not b
correct to exclude the believers from this, because some o
them are also overcome by the senility of old age. Thus, th:
meaning here is what we have already mentioned (i.e., the firs
view), which is similar to Allah’s saying,
€ossadt LLzy B0 G V) 139 28 ST 8 G S0
Source: Tafsir Ibn Kathir (Abridged)(2003). by a group of scholars under the
supervision of Shaykh Safiur-Rahman Al-Mubarakpuri. Riyadh: Maktaba

Darussalam.’

.95:4). The word taqwim literally

7 Tafsir Ibn Kathir (Abridged)(2003). by a group of scholars under the supervision of Shaykh Safiur-Rahman
Al-Mubarakpuri. Riyadh: Maktaba Darussalam.
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denotes 'to set a thing aright or lay the foundation straight or
even; or to form something into an appropriate shape in a
moderate regulation’. The verse signifies that man has been
endowed with the best natural powers(Maulana Mufti
Muhammad Shafi, Ma’ariful Qur’an. :825). He continues:
Man is the Most Beautiful of Allah's Creation
Allah has created man the most beautiful of all His creation.
Ibn 'Arab: asserts that there is no creature of Allah more
beautiful than man, because Allah, besides granting him life,
he gave him knowledge, power, speech, hearing, sight,
planning and wisdom. All these, in fact, are the
qualities of Allah. It is mantioned in a hadith of Bukhari and
Muslim:
s et

'Allah has created Adam in His image’
'Allah has created Adam in His image'
It could only mean that man has been characterised by some
of the qualities of Allah, because Allah is beyond any
[physical] shape or image. [Qurtubi], and qualities which

other creatures have not been endowed with*&,

8 Maulana Mufti Muhammad Shafi (2003). Ma’arifull-Qur’an. Translated by Prof. Muhammad
Hassan Askari and Prof. Muhammad Shamim
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It is logical to assert that man are created with the best
qualities, because they are honored (17:70, and then
placed(at the lowest of the low), and asked to follow the right
path recommanded to elevate them to the level that would be
retained by those who believe in God and do good deeds.
In my understanding, everyone who believes in God, follows
the right path by trying honestly and doing good deeds, will
be elevated from the (lowest of the low) and gets the rewards
deserved because God says that for everyone’s deeds is a
degree (46:19).
(46:19)

§19p 50AlE5 3 335 dallacl Aazsadls T lola L2 31555 JRJ5
[46:19] Ahmed Ali
Each will have a position in accordance with his deeds; and no
wrong will be done to them.
To sum up, the message is that there is only one God to obey
him and His Messenger, and to follow his religion, which is
Islam, and its goal is to elevate everyone who believes in Him
from the (lowest of the low), i.e., from the state of ignorance
to purity (Taqwa).
Now, one may ask how to elevate from that state and reach

the level of purity and Taqwa?
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Keep in mind that the religion of Islam shows not only the
straight Path to follow, but also the ways, called here
mechanisms of obtaining it, and the pitfalls and the enemies
as well that try to deviate the travelers from the path

recommended. The next chapter is devoted to these issues.

End of Chapter Il
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Ways and Mechanisms

4.1

Introductory remarks

Islam has an explicit message and goal. The message is that
there is an Almighty God, the inventor of the heavens and the
earth and all that is in between them and beneath the earth.
Verse (20:5-6), says

sl G35 s Lagis s w53l § s wlslad)l § L &
20:6]] Ahmed Ali
Whatever is in the heavens and the earth and in between
them, belongs to Him, as whatever lies under the earth.
Its goal is to guide mankind who he the creator of the human
beings who crated them in best shape (95:4) and then
‘brought him down to the lowest of the low’(95:5), to the right
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path by obeying Him and His Prophet, by believing in God
according to verses (2:285;4:136 )

4:136

Al Gl 0% el g_xjﬂijé‘\jjiujj Al 1 shale 13tale Coall el
44.\.15‘5 MSAJAJ&SL\J&S.\UAJJ.\SL)AJJJ\&JMQ_IASMJ

[4:136] Ahmed Ali

O believers, believe in God and His Messenger and the Book He has
revealed to His Apostle, and the Books revealed before. But he who
believes not in God and His angels and the Books and the prophets and

the Last Day, has wandered far away.
(2:285)
mi’sju’ssj;a“ﬁuwifsw;a;&ja;wu\ Jf\mdy)s\ UA\

[2:285] Ahmed Ali

The Prophet believes in what has been revealed to him by his Lord, and so
do the faithful. Each one believes in God and His angels, His Books and
the prophets, and We make no distinction between the apostles. For they
say: "We hear and obey, and we seek Your forgiveness, O Lord, for to You
we shall journey in the end."

It is God who he guide. It means God have his own way of

Guidance. Let us get acquainted with his ways of Guidance.
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4.2

God’s Way of Guidance
God has introduced his manner of guidance for whom He
wishes. Prophets are also guided by him and assigned to guide
others. God’s way of guiding whom He wishes is shown in the
holy Quran.
According to the Holy Quran, God's way of Guiding has always
been the same (33:62).

(33:62)Ahzaab

T DB B - o T_ A 5% 07T - oW s @b TE o,
Soas dll didd 35 o & 8 e Il Godl (9 I s
£ry

1. Informing communities of what they were differing on
through choosing a prophet from among them and sending

down guidance.

2. Guiding whom he wishes (verses: 39:22; 8:24; )
EPposd JLS & Edsl & &I L35 03 wgsls

39:22]] Sarwar

One whose chest (heart and mind) is left open for Islam
(submission to His will) shall receive light from God. Woe to
those whose hearts have become like stone against the

remembrance of God. They are clearly in error.
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(8:24)

8 % W) 3185 3] Jot5ls all lezinionl IedaT 5odll G

grep Horiad 4l s a5 5all 53 Joa &l El 1641215

[8:24] Asad

O you who have attained to faith! Respond to the call of God

and the Apostle whenever he calls you unto that which will

give you life; and know that God intervenes between man and

[the desires of] his heart, and that unto Him you shall be

gathered.

(8:53)

mg’“"yegsk;:_t@,w|m 5324 & & &b &L aus

gorppde zeo Ul Q|§ & P‘@"‘i"‘"’l:‘

[8:53] Sahih International

That is because Allah would not change a favor which He had

bestowed upon a people until they change what is within

themselves. And indeed, Allah is Hearing and Knowing.

(13:11)

xaﬂ|u| amwu@mmwwgagsgggg,z&u&zﬁ
55 306 1205 p3dy &I SI5T 1315 © Qauandily s 193225 U35 038 Lo 3353

£\ \%ng 0o Lio3 (o ) Las 0 A

[13:11] Sahih International

For each one are successive [angels] before and behind him

who protect him by the decree of Allah. Indeed, Allah will not
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change the condition of a people until they change what is in
themselves. And when Allah intends for a people ill, there is
no repelling it. And there is not for them besides Him any
patron.

(32:21)

£\ p0ena3 dalal L33 OIRaNl 563 G3U1 IRRN 53 eaih i
[32:21] Sahih International

And we will surely let them taste the nearer punishment short
of the greater punishment that perhaps they will repent.

One may notice the role of 'carrot and Stick’ in God’s manner

of Guidance.

Before ending this chapter and moving to the next issue, |
would like to sum up the main issues discussed based on
Quranic verses, as follows.

1. The central claim of this essay is an undeniable fact that
mankind and his physical and spiritual well-being are the goal
of Islam. Its message also testifies to this truth. Worshipping
God, the Creator of the heavens and earth and all that exists
in between them as well as in the chest of the earth (20:5-6),
is the main part of Guidance. God is free from need and
Guides whom he wills. Prayer, Zakat, charity, and deeds of

goodwill are discussed as mechanisms that keep believers on
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the right path. And we know some of God’s own ways of
Guidance, as well.
The Goal of Islam is to help people elevate to an expected
level of being that is honored, from the ‘lowest of the low’
back to a higher level through following recommendations and
mechanisms, through which the believers will reach a level op
purity and piety both inward and outward. The next question
is, what is the nature of human beings and why does
humankind need guidance? The following chapter is devoted
to this issue.
One may have noticed that Islam is a religion and a way of life
that mankind is hard-wired to behave in without having
adopted Islam as a religion. A few examples will suffice to
prove this.

1. Goals and instruments to fulfil the goal.

2. Patience combined with endeavors to get the tasks done.

3. Being Result-oriented

4. Claims and evidence to rationalize and convince.

5. Intention and action, ontology, epistemology relation.

Now we will discuss some of the mechanisms.
Believing in God according to verses 2;289;3 136 requires
practical, actual support. Everyone who accepts Islam

performs shahadah, meaning that he/she believes there is
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only one god and Prophet Mohammad is his prophet, while
believing in all Books and prophets of the only God. The
same is true when we sign a job contract and then have to
obey the regulations and get paid for.

In Islam, believing is only the necessary condition for
accepting Islam, but not sufficient. Because it is like signing
a contract, but not living by it. In Islam, this assertion needs
evidence to be supported. We may call it sufficient
conditions of being a Muslim. The so-called (five pillars of
Islam). By sufficient conditions, | mean those conditions
that not only show one is a Muslim, but make him/her a

believer in faith and in deeds.

Al-Ma'idah (The Table Spread) 5:56Ways and Mechanisms
Islam is made simple because it provides a model that
human beings are naturally inclined to. Spirituality and
human physical welfare are combined in all mechanisms.
Because. every believer worships his creator, asks for
guidance and at the same time helps himself and others.
God named Islam God’s Party in verse(5:56):

—-
w -—

Sl 4a all O3> E18 Slodale 5uills Uoutss all Joi

\o\
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for, all who ally themselves with God and His Apostle and
those who have attained to faith - behold, it is they, the

partisans of God, who shall be victorious! (asad) —

When a person becomes a member of a party, he/she
promises to fulfil his/her obligations.
Religious mechanisms are the practical manifestations of

obligations and promises.

4.3

Prayer / Salaat, as a mechanism of guidance

Five practical pillars: They are (1) declaring Shahadah,
(2)performing prayers, (3) fasting, (4)paying the financial
obligatory tax,(5) pilgrimage.

Shahada is actually renewing the promise a Muslim has
made, while saying prayer is a mechanism that combines
religious spirituality with Personal benefits.

-one has to clean himself/herself;

-Prayer is performed by certain physical movements like

bowing, prostration, standing, sitting.

- Preparation for praying and performing it, each is done

according to instructions that say what comes next.
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[2

God, the beneficent and merciful has explained what the
Prayers are good for.

In four of the five pillars, one can undoubtedly see that
Islam is a man-centered religion and a way of life that
connects and regulates people, their God, and their
environment.

Paying Zakat, a financial obligation for those eligible, and
the pilgrimage are religious duties that benefit vulnerable
people; there are explicit instructions, like algorithms to
follow.

Verse (2:45) sets the requirements of Prayer.

(F:r0)
ge0pSum sl JE 315,37 &5 © 83LAI5 5280 lolintiols
:45] Ahmed Ali

Find strength in fortitude and prayer, which is heavy and

ex

acting but for those who are humble and meek.,
1. Persistence in praying;

2. Be patient;

3. Ask for Guidance/help

4. Be humble, not arrogant.

Let’s sum up the function of praying according to Quranic

ve

rses:

Verse (5:91) tells us what praying does for the believer.
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(:91)
senialll 5a501 8 sLASTIS 5a15all Qi a863 of HUBLEN 13 )
€a1p001i8 o35 Jgé © 5Ll o5 AN 33 o2 (3343
[5:91] Ahmed Ali
Satan only wishes to create among you enmity and hatred
through wine and gambling, and to divert you from the

remembrance of God and prayer. Will you therefore not desist.

(9:103)

VI vt

,af.);

N..S_)Jg adighl 48is ‘Qés,oi e 3% v 103 Receive contributions from their
a.Uc £ oo et o 1.2 . wealth, to purify them and sanctify
I370d) ¢8a &sla &1"agde 125 & them with it: and pray for them. Your
+ 12 ¢ _ prayer is comfort for them. Allah is
FE Bea Hearing and Knowing.

page 199

& gl 9 Repentance
Source: Quran, Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.

Verse (5:91) warns every believer that praying keeps you from
doing evil things Satan wants you to engage in to stay away
from remembering your God, and Verse (9:103).

Shows that praying causes comfort.
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Verse (29:45)

—

ss Recite what is revealed to you of
the Scripture, and perform the
prayer. The prayer prevents
indecencies and evils. And the
remembrance of Allah is greater.
And Allah knows what you do.

4s And do not argue with the People
of the Scripture except in the best
manner possible, except those who
do wrong among them. And say,
“We believe in what was revealed to

page 415

O gl

The Spider

Source: Quran, Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.

Based on the verses of the holy Quran, one can argue that:

1. Prayers are in the benefit of believers, while God is free

of any needs whatsoever.

2. One can also see this in the opening chapter of the holy

book, and that it is obligatory for every Salaat. God has

ordered 5 times of prayer a day, which provide

opportunities to ask God for guidance and be persistent
in following the Right Path.
3. In chapter (107), the personal benefit Salaat has is

combined with collective ones:
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aoclall 107 Assistance

23l O35 o3l =5251 1 1 Have you considered him who
denies the religion?

& ol f’:ﬂ i allid v 2 Itis he who mistreats the orphan.

e _i! alsb I uagégé v 3 And does not encourage the
feeding of the poor.

¢ Ll ‘155 ¢ « So woe to those who pray.

550l P@}.Lz,-, of Ad u—‘-\I‘ » s Those who are heedless of their
) prayers.

9233 pa u_j_dl 1 & Those who put on the appearance.

sotlall 5587435 v 7 And withhold the assistance.

Quran, Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.

Verse( 2:177) says:
5 51 505 Copalls 5 hall 0 (Koo Islas of 301 o
ulc JWl s QJ.L"ZJlg ul.:.SJIg a5lalls ).>>!| (394.”9 cLUb Sl
5 E»lfh”ﬁﬂé Jeell 53l Huslianalls Lalidls (33801 (o5 a2
|9.).m|..c 13] ‘o..m.xe.sz: ugsgAJlg s3I 5 asLaI (.\L9|9 u_’LQ)”
|93_\.‘4> QJ.\.” clﬂgl L},JL‘JI >0 r_|).‘aJ|9 chLJI 3 QJ)JLAHQ
{1V Geaiall $b éL_fngg o
[2:177] Sahih International
Righteousness is not that you turn your faces toward the
east or the west, but [true] righteousness is [in] one who
believes in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and
the prophets and gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to

relatives, orphans, the needy, the traveler, those who ask
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[for help], and for freeing slaves; [and who] establishes
prayer and gives zakah; [those who] fulfill their promise
when they promise; and [those who] are patient in
poverty and hardship and during battle. Those are the
ones who have been true, and it is those who are the
righteous.

It is a fact that Islam is a man-oriented religion, and the
wrong image of it is disseminated due to

misunderstandings.

I

Zakat, as a mechanism
Trade is permitted, but what is called interest (Ribah) is
forbidden.
The foremost principle governing all economic activities is
justice, which means fair dealing with all and keeping a
balance...
The Holy Qur’an says: “And let not the enmity and hatred of
others make you avoid justice. Be just; that is
nearest to piety” (5: 8). Stressing this point, the Qur’an

further says: “You who believe
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stand steadfast before Allah as witness for (truth and) fair
play” (4: 135). This makes the

point clear that whoever believes in God has to be just with
everyone — even with enemies.

In another place, the Qur’an says: “And eat up not one
another’s property unjustly (in any ~ illegal way, e.g. stealing,
robbing, deceiving, etc.) nor give bribery to the rulers that you
may knowingly eat up a part of the property of others
sinfully” (2: 188), (Muhammad Ayub,2007:64-65%).

&5

Charity and Good deeds, as @ mechanism.

(64:17)Al-Taghabun
(W) als
By charity | mean all good deeds (Khairaat), including
giving a loan without any stipulations. There are

conditions to be respected.

Al-Baqgara (The Cow) 2:276

¥ Muhammad Ayub (2007). Understanding Islamic Finance. West Sussex, England: John Wiley & Sons,
Ltd.
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ol 63 I8 Eing I A5 B 35 Slerl DT Saag
God deprives usurious gains of all blessing, whereas He
blesses charitable deeds with manifold increase. And
God does not love anyone who is stubbornly ingrate and
persists in sinful ways. (asad)
See 89:17-32),(76:8-9):
(89:17-23)

ceil 502,88 3 s T8 sl alals e Ge i3 35 €1V

T S8T Sl osf3055 €13 Uiz 12 Ul Goads €19

=

_.2

83 B3 L5531 <3 BB 43 Lo Ulallz &5 255 4113

e & ls Slasdl 5335 a8 © @lany 1831 225 €TTD
(5331 €y

[89:17-23] Sahih International

No! But you do not honor the orphan [89:18]

And you do not encourage one another to feed the poor

[89:19]

And you consume inheritance, devouring [it] altogether

[89:20]

And you love wealth with immanse love [89:21]

No! When the earth has been leveled - pounded and

crushed 89:22]

And your Lord has come and the angels, rank upon rank,

[89:23]
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And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day,
man will remember, but what good to him will be the
remembrance?

Faesls Uauiis UaSiine 422 U2 AlREN Hodzlils W] €A

5o8.d 35 255 %o 3,8 3 Al a35) G322kl €9

[76:8] Sahih International
And they give food in spite of love for it to the needy, the
orphan, and the captive [76:9]
[Saying], "We feed you only for the countenance of Allah.

We wish not from you reward or gratitude.,

. Social conduct: is based on Justice, purity, and good
deeds while believing in God the Almighty. In a
separate chapter under the heading (Islamic Code of
Behavior), we will see what good deeds mean.

Diagram (1) shows the algorithm of following the Right Path
shown by God.
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Mechanism of Guidance

Necessary Conditions Sufficient Condition

A

Beliefin ' Persistence in Salaat and doing good '

God(2:285;7:158) deeds = Sincerely endeavors SoefEiil

i.e., Promise

As diagram (10 shows, God’s Will is the necessary and

sufficient condition for guidance.

End of Chapter IV
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Human Intrinsic Nature

Scholars and Philosophers have pondered human nature. And
the state of nature, but here it is about God, the creator of
human beings, speaking about them. It's true what Rousseau
believed:

MAN was born free,* and everywhere he is in chains. There
are some who may believe themselves masters of others, and
are no less enslaved than they. .. (J.J., Rousseau, 1994:45).
Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1994). Discourse on

Political Economy and The Social Contract. Oxford, New York:
Oxford University Press. Translated with introduction and
notes by Christopher Betts.

According to Keith Ward :

What seems to be characteristic of most religious views of

human nature is that they relate human life in some way
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to a supra-material realm of spirit or mind, whether spirit is
conceived as one or many, as substantial or as in

continual flux. . .(Keith Ward,1998:1).

Keith Ward (1998). Religion and Human Nature.

Oxford: CLARENDON PRESS.

A sort of dualism is possible to find in Islam because God has
created Adam from clay and ‘breathed into him of his spirit’
(verse 32:9)

Islam intended to free human beings from the chain. Lets
remember that we are talking how Adam and his children
were created (32:9) with some intrinsic characteristics, and
entrusted to be leaders on land after many generations had
been annihilated, to see how they behave. See also (2:30-
36;95-4-8; 17:70; 10:14).

How do they behave by nature? First, we will examine the

intrinsic nature of human beings.



In verse (9), chapter(32), we read:
As-Sajdah (The Prostration) 32:9
(2:30-36)

In (95: 4-8), God says:

In verse (17:70) we read:

G Az iR e ahlilad g cnliglall fn aAE 555 A5 all 3 ahliles s a8 3 Ge % 3l
(V .>‘\’.~ : Z:‘

17:70]] Ahmed Ali

Indeed We have honoured the children of Adam, and carried them over land and
sea, provided them with good things for their sustenance, and exalted them over

many of Our creatures.

In short, the earth is entrusted to humankind, who was honoured and

)

A 5 353 GUNET a0 1 A8 Loy iy gl sl Al VAR08 o o) VRIRT
M RUStE

[10:13] Ahmed Ali

How many generations did We lay low before you when they became wilfully unjust.
Their apostles had brought clear proofs to them, yet they never believed. So We

punished the sinful people.

[10:14] Ahmed Ali

Then We appointed you leaders in the land after them to see how you behaved.
And according to verse (90:4)
3K g Gyl Gald Nl 4¢)
[90:4] Ahmed Ali

That We created man in toil and trouble.
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51

Human nature

(70:19)

ols 8= u*””-“ 4] 1 1o Man was created restless.
Eqys );;J| B |31 v. 2 Touched by adversity, he is fretful.

8.ofa 3150 42 1315 n 2 Touched by good, he is
: ungenerous.

Quran, Arabic English Clear Quran

Translated by Talal Itani. www.clearquran.com

(100:6)

Jgﬂfw CJ*"-"}“ u' 1 & Indeed, the h‘uman being is
ungrateful to his Lord.

“Lgid &ll3  Jed|s v 7 And he bears witness to that.
uai 240l 220815 4 s And he is fierce in his love of
A L

yof8li ;3 s 3385 13] alig Y8F ¢ o Does he not know? When the
i ” contents of the graves are scattered
around.

Quran, Arabic English Clear Quran
Translated by Talal Itani.
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Hud (The Prophet Hud) 11:9

Lo lge s &f &as3 Ba 52031 UB3T 1405 ¢ o If We give the human being a taste
. sz . sx,2 oOfmercyfrom Us, and then withdraw
3985 Shgd D] it from him, he becomes despairing
and ungrateful.

:)IQQ_J dida 135 a8 2lasd &53] iﬁjé v. 10 And if We give him a taste of
. st s et s s .= - Pprosperity, after some adversity has
J9=8 Zyald]" e OB C83  afflicted him, he will say, “Troubles
have gone away from me.” He
becomes excited and proud.

ﬁéf 3,:; 1 AR 5 lojze u—‘-m 31 11 Except those who are patient and
do good deeds—these will have
)...:S'p- § 53443 PGJ forgiveness and a great reward.

Quran, Arabic English Clear Quran Translated by Talal Itani.
(14:34)

mj olE" agzjjw_ﬂ 14 JS 4 FLJT v« 1 And He has given you something
s G e g .. of all what you asked. And if you
38 3 6l8 oyl &) Togdsd I dif a8 yyere 1o count Allah's blessings, you
would not be able to enumerate
them. The human being is unfair and
ungrateful.

Quran, Arabic English Translated by Talal Itani.

(17:11)
585 ysllydeled 3400 s43§1$:35 1+ The human being prays for evil as
2., . he prays for good. The human being
Lo u*"J IS very hasty.
Quran, Arabic English Translated by Talal Itani.

Al-Isra (The Journey by Night) 17:67
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@

"”fw < S, - I T S5 oa 2 G & - Y-
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(?V)bg_oS u.u.uﬂ 55 (c_uo).d

And whenever danger befalls you at sea, all those (powers]

that you are wont to invoke forsake you, [and nothing remains

for you] save Him: but as soon as He has brought you safe

ashore, you turn aside [and forget Him]-for, indeed, bereft of

all gratitude is man! (asad)

Al-Hajj (The Pilgrimage) 22:66

hPd] syl Ol A8 g;d M(& (Qstol sl 53

[22:66] Sahih International

And He is the one who gave you life; then He causes you to

die and then will [again] give you life. Indeed, mankind is

ungrateful.

(42:48)

- = msemoassmg wa miwaarmmas

Ee gaayl E331T3) Tjs pl._” J) . l.!;_ ui

)
6 L e

a3 But if they turn away—We did not
send you as a guardian over them.
Your only duty is communication.
Whenever We let man taste mercy
from Us, he rejoices in it; but when
misfortune befalls them, as a
consequence of what their hands
have perpetrated, man turns
blasphemous.

Quran, Arabic English Translated by Talal Itani.
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(96:6-7)
[ L =
7 2k uﬂum 51’:35 - & In fact, man oversteps all bounds.
page 652
3lell 96 Clot

exempt.

yaallg 1 1 By Time.

=

s 8 masd Hlv 2 The human being is in loss.

laolsss cililllolazs 1atalz 5uaJid] ¢ 3 Except those who believe, and do
e +. .. =_= goodworks, and encourage truth,
#ﬁ“i 521533 aDJL‘, and recommend patience.

Quran, Arabic English, Translated by Talal Itani.

(17:100)

o5 leiy

- o - o ——
e

1425 aBaaT 3] 5 435 5555 GedLad kil 3T Us
(158 &l
Say: 'If you were to own' all the treasure-houses of my
Sustainer's bounty, lo! you would still try to hold on [to them]
tightly for fear of spending [too much]: for man has always

been avaricious [whereas God is limitless in His bounty].

(asad)
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Al-Kahf (The Cave) 18:54

et 3iS| G 3 5% .=L,.o"" JS e el olasall 13 g Lols 3al3
(or)dis
THUS, INDEED, have We given in this Qur'an many facets to
every kind of lesson [designed] for [the benefit of] mankind.
However, man is, above all else, always given to contention:

(asad) —

Human beings are restless, ungrateful, love wealth, are hasty,

rebellious, nigged and prone to argumentation.

Human beings with such characteristics are facing enemies in

their endeavors. Let's see what these enemies are.

As we all know mankind created and entrusted as leaders on
land to see how they behave. It means the earth is a
Laboratory with its necessary and sufficient conditions, and
there are also enemies to seduce from the right path, as part

of the necessary conditions.
5.2
Enemies
God let us know that

(36:77)
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[36:77] Sahih International

Does man not consider that We created him from a [mere]

sperm-drop - then at once he is a clear adversary?

Do not allow Satan to seduce you, because he is a clear enemy

(7:27).

Al-A'raf (The Heights) 7:27

l.c.e.u:&)ud.z.zﬂu.a(as.;éﬂ IL«SJELJH&KZ&}!PSIE@LE

1 45555 3 Sui> 5o 'dlBs 5b (30531 '] Lagitias Lagnpd) lagald
O children of Adam! Do not allow Satan to seduce you in the
same way as he caused your ancestors to be driven out of the
garden: he deprived them of their garmant [of God-
consciousness] in order to make them aware of their
nakedness. Verily, he and his tribe are lying in wait for you
where you cannot perceive them! Verily, We have placed [all

manner of] satanic forces near unto those who do not [truly]

believe; (asad)

(17:53)
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[17:53] Sahih International

And tell My servants to say that which is best. Indeed, Satan
induces [dissension] among them. Indeed Satan is ever, to

mankind, a clear enemy.

Ya-Sin (Ya-Sin) 36:60
(5 )3 332 A30°E) Szl 2lelzai § o 5312 g @31 gel Qi
[36:60] Maududi

Children of Adam, did | not command you not to serve Satan -

- he is to you an open enemy.

50:16
:),gc_lﬂlu_’).g 6.;.;5 Y LC_L;» uug.wg.) 5 s (&1.50139 u_u.uﬂ LLQ.L‘>.).QJ9
(19) 203l s>

NOW, VERILY, it is We who have created man, and We know
what his innermost self-whispers within him: for We are

closer to him than his neck-vein. (asad)

And in chapter 114 we read:
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114 Mankind Jub.!l

.9:'2*3” L.';_-;Fj,ﬁ gih P In the name of Allah, the Gracious,
i “ the Merciful.

I 25 'jggj ‘(3 1 1 Say, ‘I seek refuge in the Lord of
= mankind.

el ella v 2 The King of mankind.
L0 &l + s The God of mankind.

ﬁﬁ__;‘jf JMB__UBjrj_._‘, ot 4 F_rom the evil of the sneaky
whisperer.

ool yeib B gl jﬁf s s Who whispers into the hearts of
= = people.

el &l 50 1 = From ameng jinn and among
; 1 people.”

Source: Quran Arabic English. Translation by Talal Itani

Notwithstanding all characteristics and enemies, every
believer can, with the mercy of God and his sincere endeavors,
behave according to the Islamic Code of conduct
recommended by God. In the next chapter we will be

acquainted with the Islamic Code of Conduct.
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\

Islamic Code of
Conduct

What | call the (Islamic code of Conduct) comprises
God’s recommended behavior and what is not recommended.
This code of conduct shows how a Muslim believer should
behave. Although it is called the Islamic Code of Conduct, it is
not complete, as its aim is to show how peaceful Islam is and
how civilized one becomes when this code is actually
respected. What you read under the title (Islamic Code of
Conduct) is recommended more than 1400 years ago by the

Almighty God.
6.1
Attitude towards God and Prophet

(2.285)

aX5das dllly al J& & us-wsaoJls 45 e il J)J' L&y Js-w)“
L&B|9L:.2A.w|9.|l99 M)Qo»|éﬁk3)mﬂdl:)b

§VA0Y 5 paall Eils 55 élibzm’



131

[2:285] Sahih International

The Messenger has believed in what was revealed to him from
his Lord, and [so have] the believers. All of them have believed
in Allah and His angels and His books and His messengers,
[saying], "We make no distinction between any of His
messengers." And they say, "We hear and we obey. [We seek]
Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the [final]

destination."
(4:136)
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[4:136] Sahih International

O you who have believed, believe in Allah and His Messenger
and the Book that He sent down upon His Messenger and the
Scripture which He sent down before. And whoever
disbelieves in Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers,

and the Last Day has certainly gone far astray.

(17:22)
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(17:22) Ahmed Ali

"Do not set up another god with God, or you will remain

disgraced and destitute.

(4:59)

O you who have attained to faith! Pay heed unto God, and pay
heed unto the Apostle and unto those from among you who
have been entrusted with authority; and if you are at variance
over any matter, refer it unto God and the Apostle, if you
[truly] believe in God and the Last Day. This is the best [for
you], and best in the end. (asad) —

(3:132)
(1) Ssasss (31&) Joiills Al ezl

And pay heed unto God and the Apostle, so that you might be

graced with mercy. (asad) —

An-Nisa (The Woman) 4:13
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These are the bounds set by God. And whoever pays heed
unto God and His Apostle, him will He bring into gardens

through which running waters flow, therein to abide: and this

is a triumph supreme. (asad) —
Attitude towards Paths Shown by God:
(39:3)
£r315553 B3 135U L] Jecldl S35 G
Az-Zumar (The Groups) 39:7
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An-Nisa (The Women) 4:136
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An-Nisa (The Women) 4:162
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(2:285)
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109 The Disbelievers 49 32|

e a3 07 @i In the name of Allah, the Gracious,
- the Merciful.

5036501 18315 18 1+ Say, “O disbelievers.
593235 s 22219 v 2 | do not worship what you worship.
222 a 5934E 1&.—‘2_',?12;, v 3 Nor do you worship what | worship.
Pﬁ”_\;f_ LB sle 5fd5 « 4« Nor do | serve what you serve.
222115 5902 @i¥s o s Nor do you serve what | serve.
o2 o3 P:C—’é P’ﬂ 1 s You have your way, and | have my

way.”

SESS— 0]

Source: Quran Arabic English. Translation by Talal Itani

Arabic Text from Tanzil.net

6.2

Freedom of Choice
(2:256)

7 @ 25 IR I S I I - R T BN
288 dllly (0835 ol UL 3435 (1ad & L&l Ge 1AM 535 18 T oM G 833 3
- "I”—g -1 - - . 3 :.?.ou—o H - o o

%\"O'\%F&A.c é:.e.&! 2JJ|9 7 o) plasil 3 a5l 99).§JL§ ool



135

[2:256] Ahmed Ali

There is no compulsion in matter of faith. Distinct is the way of guidance now
from error. He who turns away from the forces of evil and believes in God, will
surely hold fast to a handle that is strong and unbreakable, for God hears all

and knows everything.
(0:%)
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[5:6] Sarwar

Believers, when you are about to pray, wash your face and your hands along
with the elbows and wipe your head and your feet to the ankles. If you
experience a seminal discharge, manage to take (the required) bath. If you are
sick, or on a journey, or have just defecated, or have had intercourse with
women and cannot find any water, perform a tayammum by: touching clean
natural earth with both palms and wiping (the upper part) of your face and (the
back of) your hands. God does not want you to suffer hardship. He wants you to
be purified. He wants to complete His favors to you so that perhaps you would

give Him thanks.

(10:99)
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[10:99] Sarwar
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Had your Lord wished, the whole of mankind would have believed in Him.

(Muhammad), do you force people to have faith?

(10:108)
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SAY [O Prophet]: ‘O mankind! The truth from your Sustainer has now come
unto you. Whoever, therefore, chooses to follow the right path, follows it but for

his own good; and whoever chooses to go astray, goes but astray to his own

hurt. And | am not responsible for your conduct. (asad)

(18:29)
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18:29]] Ahmed Ali

Say: “The truth is from your Lord: So believe if you like, or do not believe if you
will.” We have prepared for the sinners a fire which will envelope them in its
tent. If they ask for water they will be helped to liquid like molten brass that

would scald their mouths. How evil the drink, and evil the resting-place!

(22:78)
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[22:78] Sarwar
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Strive steadfastly for the Cause of God. He has chosen you but has not imposed
on you hardship in your religion, the noble religion of your father, Abraham. God
named you Muslims before and in this Book, so that the Messenger will witness
(your actions) and will be the witness over mankind. Be steadfast in your prayer,
pay the religious tax, and seek protection from God; He is your Guardian, a

gracious Guardian and Helper

(39:7)
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[39:7] Sahih International

If you disbelieve — indeed, Allah is Free from need of you. And He does not
approve for His servants disbelief. And if you are grateful, He approves it for
you; and no bearer of burdens will bear the burden of another. Then to your
Lord is your return, and He will inform you about what you used to do. Indeed,

He is Knowing of that within the breasts.
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(76:2-3)
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[76:1] Ahmed Ali

WAS THERE NOT a time in the life of man when he was not even a mentionable
thing? [76:2] Verily We created man from a sperm yoked (to the ovum) to bring
out his real substance, then gave him hearing and sight.[76:3] We surely
showed him the way that he may either be grateful or deny.[76:4] We have
prepared for unbelievers chains and collars and a blazing fire.[76:5] Surely the

devotees will drink cups flavoured with palm blossoms.

6.3

Attitude to fellow human beings
6.3.1 Divorce
(2:229, 230,234)

(2:229)
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[2:229] Sahih International

Divorce is twice. Then, either keep [her] in an acceptable
manner or release [her] with good treatment. And it is not
lawful for you to take anything of what you have given them
unless both fear that they will not be able to keep [within] the
limits of Allah. But if you fear that they will not keep [within]
the limits of Allah, then there is no blame upon either of them
concerning that by which she ransoms herself. These are the
limits of Allah, so do not transgress them. And whoever
transgresses the limits of Allah - it is those who are the

wrongdoers.

(2:230)
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[2:230] Sahih International



140

And if he has divorced her [for the third time], then she is not
lawful to him afterward until [after] she marries a husband
other than him. And if the latter husband divorces her [or
dies], there is no blame upon the woman and her former
husband for returning to each other if they think that they
can keep [within] the limits of Allah. These are the limits of

Allah, which He makes clear to a people who know.

(2:231)
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2:231)) Sahih International

And when you divorce women and they have [nearly] fulfilled
their term, either retain them according to acceptable terms
or release them according to acceptable terms, and do not
keep them, intending harm, to transgress [against them]. And
whoever does that has certainly wronged himself. And do not

take the verses of Allah in jest. And remember the favor of
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Allah upon you and what has been revealed to you of the
Book and wisdom by which He instructs you. And fear Allah

and know that Allah is Knowing of all things.

(2:232)
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[2:232] Sahih International

And when you divorce women and they have fulfilled their
term, do not prevent them from remarrying their [former]
husbands if they agree among themselves on an acceptable
basis. That is instructed to whoever of you believes in Allah
and the Last Day. That is better for you and purer, and Allah

knows and you know not.

(2:233)
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[2:233] Sahih International

Mothers may breastfeed their children two complete years for
whoever wishes to complete the nursing [period]. Upon the
father is the mothers' provision and their clothing according
to what is acceptable. No person is charged with more than
his capacity. No mother should be harmed through her child,
and no father through his child. And upon the [father's] heir
is [a duty] like that [of the father]. And if they both desire
weaning through mutual consent from both of them and
consultation, there is no blame upon either of them. And if
you wish to have your children nursed by a substitute, there is
no blame upon you as long as you give payment according to
what is acceptable. And fear Allah and know that Allah is

Seeing of what you do.

(2:234)
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[2:234] Sahih International
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And those who are taken in death among you and leave wives
behind - they, [the wives, shall] wait four months and ten
[days]. And when they have fulfilled their term, then there is
no blame upon you for what they do with themselves in an
acceptable manner. And Allah is [fully] Acquainted with what

you do.

(2:235)
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[2:235] Sahih International

There is no blame upon you for that to which you [indirectly]
allude concerning a proposal to women or for what you
conceal within yourselves. Allah knows that you will have

them in mind. But do not promise them secretly except for
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saying a proper saying. And do not determine to undertake a
marriage contract until the decreed period reaches its end.
And know that Allah knows what is within yourselves, so
beware of Him. And know that Allah is Forgiving and

Forbearing.
(65:1)
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[65:1] Sahih International

O Prophet, when you [Muslims] divorce women, divorce them
for [the commencement of] their waiting period and keep
count of the waiting period, and fear Allah, your Lord. Do not
turn them out of their [husbands'] houses, nor should they
[themselves] leave [during that period] unless they are
committing a clear immorality. And those are the limits [set
by] Allah. And whoever transgresses the limits of Allah has
certainly wronged himself. You know not; perhaps Allah will

bring about after that a [different] matter.
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6.3.2 Good deeds
(17:23-24)
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[17:28] Ahmed Ali

If you neglect (your parents) while seeking the bounty of your

Lord, of which you are hopeful, speak to them softly.

(2:82)

[2:82] Mubarakpuri

And those who believe and do righteous good deeds, they are

dwellers of Paradise, they will dwell therein forever.

(4:57)
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[4:57] Mubarakpuri

But those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, We
shall admit them to Gardens under which rivers flow
(Paradise), abiding therein forever. Therein they shall have
Azwajun Mutahharatun (purified mates), and We shall admit

them to shades, wide and ever deepening.
(14:23)
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[14:23] Ahmed Ali

Those who believed and did the right, will be admitted to
gardens with rivers flowing by, where they will abide by the

leave of their Lord, with 'Peace' as their salutation.
(20:112)
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[20:112] Ahmed Ali
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But he who has done good things and believes, will have no
fear of either being wronged or deprived.
(22:14)
6555 oo o3 0l LA leleds Il 5uill I35 &1 &)
§1e33,5 5 Jad; )l &) & 53
[22:14] Ahmed Ali

God will admit those who believe and do the right to gardens

full of rippling streams. Verily God does as He pleases.

(46:19)
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[46:19] Sahih International

And for all there are degrees [of reward and punishment] for
what they have done, and [it is] so that He may fully

compensate them for their deeds, and they will not be

wronged.
(21:94)
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[21:94] Sahih International

So whoever does righteous deeds while he is a believer - no
denial will there be for his effort, and indeed We, of it, are

recorders.
(64:9)
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[64:9] Ahmed Ali

The day He will gather you together on the Day of Gathering,
will be the day of Judgement. He who believed and did the
right, will have his evil deeds expunged by God and admitted
to gardens with rivers flowing by, and abide there perpetually.

This will be the great achievement of success.
(4:4-5)
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[4:4] Mubarakpuri
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And give to the women (whom you marry) their Saduqat (or
dowry) Nihlah (with a good heart), but if they, of their own
good pleasure, remit any part of it to you, take it, and enjoy it

without fear of any harm.[4:5] Mubarakpuri

And give not unto the unwise your wealth which Allah has
made a means of support for you, but feed and clothe them

therewith, and speak to them words of kindness and justice.

(4:15-16)
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(4:15-16) Mubarakpuri

And those of your women who commit illegal sexual
intercourse, take the evidence of four witnesses from among
you against them; and if they testify, confine them (i.e.
women) to houses until death comes to them or Allah ordains

for them some (other) way. [4:16] Mubarakpuri
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And the two persons among you who commit illegal sexual
intercourse, punish them both. And if they repent and do
righteous good deeds, leave them alone. Surely, Allah is Ever

the One Who accepts repentance, (and He is) Most Merciful.

Justice
(7:199)
199 Salalall o2 03,05 3ally 3405 saall 5
[7:199] Ahmed Ali
Cultivate tolerance, enjoin justice, and avoid the fools.
(5:8)
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O YOU who have attained to faith! Be ever steadfast in your
devotion to God, bearing witness to the truth in all equity; and
never let hatred of any-one lead you into the sin of deviating
from justice. Be just: this is closest to being God-conscious.

And remain conscious of God: verily, God is aware of all that

you do. (asad) —
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[4:58] Ahmed Ali

God enjoins that you render to the owners what is held in
trust with you, and that when you judge among the people do
so equitably. Noble are the counsels of God, and God hears all

and sees everything.
(16:90)
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[16:90] Ahmed Ali

Verily God has enjoined justice, the doing of good, and the
giving of gifts to your relatives; and forbidden indecency,
impropriety and oppression. He warns you so that you may

remember.
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6.3.3 Repentance

(4:17-18)
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[4:17] Mubarakpuri

Allah accepts only the repentance of those who do evil in
ignorance and foolishness and repent soon [afterwards]; it is
they to whom Allah will forgive and Allah is Ever All-Knower,
All-Wise. [4:18] Mubarakpuri: And of no effect is the
repentance of those who continue to do evil deeds until death
faces one of them and he says: "Now | repent;" nor of those
who die while they are disbelievers. For them, We have

prepared a painful torment.

(17:26-27)
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[17:26] Ahmed Ali
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So give to your relatives what is their due, and to those who
are needy, and the wayfarers; and do not dissipate (your

wealth) extravagantly. [17:27] Ahmed Ali

Those who dissipate (their wealth) are the brethren of the

devils, and the Devil was ungrateful to his Lord.
7
Verbal behavior
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[17:53] Sahih International

And tell My servants to say that which is best. Indeed, Satan
induces [dissension] among them. Indeed Satan is ever, to

mankind, a clear enemy.

(2:262-263)
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(39:18)
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[39:18] Sahih International

Who listen to speech and follow the best of it. Those are the

ones Allah has guided, and those are people of understanding.

(49:11)
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[49:11] Sahih International

O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another]
people; perhaps they may be better than them; nor let woman
ridicule [other] woman; perhaps they may be better than
them. And do not insult one another and do not call each
other by [offensive] nicknames. Wretched is the name of
disobedience after [one’s] faith. And whoever does not repent

— then it is those who are the wrongdoers.
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(4:148)
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[4:148] Sarwar

God does not love public accusation unless one is truly

wronged. God is All-hearing and All-knowing.
Muhammad 47:2
a5 2434 e I3 Ly Sloisles cnLAll Slolags Slotalz ills
(1) 646 2Lls Raitiin (412 533 4485 o S5
[47:2] Maududi

As for those who attained to faith and did righteous works
and believed in what was revealed to Muhammad -- which
indeed is the Truth from their Lord -- Allah has remitted their

evil deeds and has set their condition right.
(7:199)
€199 5dalall o2 Gyels 8321l 5415 sasll 35

[7:199] Maududi
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[O Prophet!] Show forgiveness, enjoin equity, and avoid the
ignorant.

(4:171)
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[4:171] Sarwar

People of the Book, do not exceed the limits of devotion in
your religion or say anything about God which is not the
Truth. Jesus, son of Mary, is only a Messenger of God, His
Word, and a spirit from Him whom He conveyed to Mary. So
have faith in God and His Messengers. Do not say that there
are three gods. It is better for you to stop believing in the
Trinity. There is only One God. He is too glorious to give birth
to a son. To God belongs all that is in the heavens and the

earth. God alone is a Sufficient Guardian for all.

(29:46)
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(29:46) Maududi

Argue not with the People of the Book except in the fairest
manner, unless it be those of them that are utterly unjust. Say
to them: “We believe in what was revealed to us and what was
revealed to you. One is our God and your God; and we are

those who submit ourselves to Him.”
(4:69)
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(4:69)

For, all who pay heed unto God and the Apostle shall be
among those upon whom God has bestowed His blessings:
the prophets, and those who never deviated from the truth,
and those who [with their lives] bore witness to the truth, and
the right-eous ones: and how goodly a company are these!

(asad) —
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[2:45] Ahmed Ali

Find strength in fortitude and prayer, which is heavy and

exacting but for those who are humble and meek

(17:110)

() sl A3 G 2855 gy Cled I3 sl 3355
Say: 'Invoke God, or invoke the Most Gracious: by whichever
name you invoke Him, [He is always the One-for] His are all
the attributes of perfection. And [pray unto Him; yet] be not

too loud in thy prayer nor speak it in too low a voice, but

follow a way in-between; (asad) —
(7:26)
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[7:26] Ahmed Ali
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O sons of Adam, We have revealed to you a dress that would
both hide your nakedness and be an adornment, but the
raiment of piety is best. This is one of the tokens of God: You

may haply reflect.

(4:8-10)
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Women

g If the distribution is attended by the
relatives, and the orphans, and the
needy, give them something out of it
and speak to them kindly.

LT

4333 s Those who are concerned about

the fate of their weak children, in

Iolshls il 1552205 agle 1sBL5 Giss
Iisam I35
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case they leave them behind, should
fear Allah, and speak appropriate
words.

1w T hose who consume the wealth of
arphans illicitly consume only fire
into their bellies; and they will roast

in a Blaze.

Source: Quran Arabic English. Translation by Talal Itani
Arabic Text from Tanzil.net

(16:125)
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[16:125] Sarwar
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Call (the pagans) to the path of your Lord through wisdom
and good advice and argue with them in the best manner. God
knows well about those who stray from His path and those

who seek guidance.

7. Promises

(17:34)
-::fi::-|9§9|§ 2340 g_l.u Ui uw>| R L)"JL_‘ 5! eaill JU Olo3zas 5
(Fe)dsiis 518 3aall &) agall
7.2 Forgiveness:
(2:237)
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And if you divorce them before having touched them, but
after having settled a dower upon them, then [give them] half
of what you have settled - unless it be that they forgo their
claim or he in whose hand is the marriage-tie forgoes his
claim [to half of the dower]: and to forgo what is due to you is
more in accord with God-consciousness. And forget not [that
you are to act with] grace towards one another: verily, God

sees all that you do. (asad)
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Forbidden
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(4:22-23)

22 Do not marry women whom your
fathers married, except what is
already past. That is improper,
indecent, and a bad custom.

23 Forbidden for you are your
mothers, your daughters, your
sisters, your paternal aunts, your
maternal aunts, your brother's
daughters, your sister's daughters,
your foster-mothers who nursed you,
your sisters through nursing, your
wives' mothers, and your
stepdaughters in your
guardianship—born of wives you
have gone into—but if you have not
gone into them, there is no blame on
you. And the wives of your genetic
sons, and marrying two sisters
simultaneously. Except what is past.
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

page 78

Source: Quran, Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.

-
-—w -
P

.5;0

a9 all

- -

[4:19] Sahih International
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O you who have believed, it is not lawful for you to inherit
women by compulsion. And do not make difficulties for them
in order to take [back] part of what you gave them unless
they commit a clear immorality. And live with them in
kindness. For if you dislike them - perhaps you dislike a thing

and Allah makes therein much good.
(17:34)
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[17:31] Sahih International

And do not kill your children for fear of poverty. We provide

for them and for you. Indeed, their killing is ever a great sin.

(17:32-33)
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[17:32] Sahih International

And do not approach unlawful sexual intercourse. Indeed, it is

ever an immorality and is evil as a way.
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[17:33] And do not kill the soul which Allah has forbidden,
except by right. And whoever is killed unjustly - We have given
his heir authority, but let him not exceed limits in [the matter
of] taking life. Indeed, he has been supported [by the law].
(17:34)
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17:34]] Sahih International

And do not approach the property of an orphan, except in the
way that is best, until he reaches maturity. And fulfill [every]
commitment. Indeed, the commitment is ever [that about

which one will be] questioned.

(17:35-39)
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35 And give full measure when you
measure, and weigh with accurate
scales. That is fair, and the best
determination.

s And do not occupy yourself with
what you have no knowledge of. The
hearing, and the sight, and the
brains—all these will be questioned.

;7 And do not walk proudly on earth.
You can neither pierce the earth, nor
can you match the mountains in
height.

;3 The evil of all these is disliked by
your Lord.

s 1hat is some of the wisdom your
Lord has revealed to you. Do not set
up with Allah another god, or else
you will be thrown in Hell, rebuked
and banished.

Source: Quran, Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.

(4:2-7)
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Women

2 And give orphans their properties,
and do not substitute the bad for the
good. And do not consume their
properties by combining them with
yours, for that would be a serious
sin.

s If you fear you cannot act fairly
towards the orphans—then marry
the women you like—two, or three,
or four. But If you fear you will not be
fair, then one, or what you already
have. That makes it more likely that
you avoid bias.

4 Give women their dowries
graciously. But if they willingly forego
some of it, then consume it with
enjoyment and pleasure.

s Do not give the immature your
money which Allah has assigned to
you for support. But provide for them
from it, and clothe them, and speak
to them with kind words.

s 1est the orphans until they reach
the age of marmmage. If you find them
to be mature enough, hand over
their properties to them. And do not
consume it extravagantly or hastily
before they grow up. The rich shall
not charge any wage, but the poor
may charge fairly. When you hand
over their properties to them, have it
witnessed for them. Allah suffices as
a Reckoner.

7 Men receive a share of what their
parents and relatives leave, and
women receive a share of what their
parents and relatives leave; be it
little or much—a legal share.

Source: Quran, Arabic English. Translated by Talal Itani.

(17:29)
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[17:29] Ahmed Ali

Do not be niggardly, nor extravagant that you may later feel

reprehensive and constrained.

(29:46)
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[29:46] Ahmed Ali

Do not argue with the people of the Book unless in a fair way,
apart from those who act wrongly, and say to them: "We
believe what has been sent down to us, and we believe what
has been sent down to you. Our God and your God is one, and

to Him we submit."

(4:171)
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[4:171] Ahmed Ali

O people of the Book, do not be fanatical in your faith, and say
nothing but the truth about God. The Messiah who is Jesus,
son of Mary, was only an apostle of God, and a command of
His which He sent to Mary, as a mercy from Him. So believe in
God and His apostles, and do not call Him 'Trinity". Abstain
from this for your own good; for God is only one God, and far
from His glory is it to beget a son. All that is in the heavens
and the earth belongs to Him; and sufficient is God for all

help.
No Nifaaq(2:191)
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[2:191] Sahih International

And kill them wherever you overtake them and expel them
from wherever they have expelled you, and fitnah is worse

than killing. And do not fight them at al-Masjid al- Haram
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until they fight you there. But if they fight you, then kill them.
Such is the recompense of the disbelievers.

(89:17-23)

pudll 564,%5 J 198 w 7 Not at all. But you do not honor

the orphan.
page 646
yoall 89 The Dawn
Suall 2185 | J& 55535 95 w18 And you do not urge the feeding of
- the poor.
& VBT &1581 5,511 11 10 And you devour inheritance with
all greed.
&s 132 &l 75335 v. 20 And you love wealth with immense
love.

il S v 21 No—when the earth is leveled,
pounded, and crushed.

Ba B éliai'f_aj &35 els5 vv 22 And your Lord comes, with the
angels, row after row.
15553 358537 @G5y Juad3 ,:_:5'1_?§ vy 23 And on that Day, Hell is brought
2. .- . .. forward. On that Day, man will
BN g 5491 remember, but how wil
remembrance avail him?

Source: Quran, Arabic English. . Translated by Talal Itani.
(76:8-9)
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[76:8] Sahih International
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And they give food in spite of love for it to the needy, the

orphan, and the captive [76:9] [Saying], "We feed you only for

the countenance of Allah. We wish not from you reward or

gratitude.
(4:135)
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(4:36-38)

135 O you who believe! Stand firmly
for justice, as witnesses to Allah,
even if against yourselves, or your
parents, or your relatives. Whether
one is rich or poor, Allah takes care
of both. So do not follow your
desires, lest you swerve. If you
deviate, or turn away—then Allah is
Aware of what you do.

36 Worship Allah, and ascnibe no
partners to Him, and be good to the
parents, and the relatives, and the
orphans, and the poor, and the
neighbor next door, and the distant
neighbor, and the close associate,
and the traveler, and your servants.
Allah does not love the arrogant
showoff.

a7 Those who are stingy, and exhort
people to stinginess, and conceal
what Allah has given them from His
bounty. We have prepared for the
disbelievers a disgraceful
punishment.

as And those who spend their money
to be seen by people, and believe
neither in Allah nor in the Last Day.
Whoever has Satan as a
companion—what an evil
companion.

(64:17)
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[64:17] Sahih International

If you loan Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it for you and
forgive you. And Allah is Most Appreciative and Forbearing.

-God says there is no compulsion in religion, verses:2:256;

5:6;19:99;22:78)

(r:ros)
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[10:99] Sarwar

Had your Lord wished, the whole of mankind would have

believed in Him. (Muhammad), do you force people to have

faith?

(22:78)
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[22:78] Sarwar

Strive steadfastly for the Cause of God. He has chosen you
but has not imposed on you hardship in your religion, the
noble religion of your father, Abraham. God named you
Muslims before and in this Book, so that the Messenger will
witness (your actions) and will be the witness over mankind.
Be steadfast in your prayer, pay the religious tax, and seek
protection from God; He is your Guardian, a gracious Guardian

and Helper.
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